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To the Honourable 
PEYTON VENTRIS, Eſq; 


One of the Juſtices of Their Maje- 
ſties Court of Common-Pleas. 


SIR, 


Hen I had once deters- 

min'd to let theſe Pa- 
pers ſee the Light, I could not 
in the leaſt heſitate about their 
Dedication. Not that they are 
worthy of your Name or Pa- 
tronage , upon any other ac- 
count, but their ſubje-matter, 
and pious deſign only ; but that 
cuſtom hath preſcribed to men 
of our Fun&ion this way , (as 


ſeldom having any other) of 


-  confeſling their Obligations,and 
A 3 EY< 


7 


= - 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
expreſſing their Gratitude. In 
compliance with ſuch cuſtom, 
I choſe rather to incur the cen- 
ſure of Preſumprion, for aftxing 
your Honourable Name to lo 
{mall a performance ; than that 
of Ingratitude, by paſſing over 
in ſilence the great Obligations 
you have laid upon me. Hows 
ever, I perceive I muſt not de- 
ſcend to particulars, nor yet at- 
tempt the Blazonry of your Me- 
rit ; not for fear of being ſuſpe- 
th of Flattery, but of offend- 

your Vertuous Modeſty ; 
7 of ſwelling the Dedication 
into a greater Bulk than the 
Treatiſe it ſelf. 

| therefore only take leave to 
Congratulate,not ſo much Your 
elf as the Publick, your being 
placed in that Eminent Station, 
in 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory” © © 
in which, as Iam ſure you will 
always be an EminentExample, 
and afliduous Patron of Pure and 
wndefiled Religion ; ſo I doubt not 
but your great Worth, by becom- 
ing more conſpicuous, will 
command that Eſteem and Ve- 
neration from all Men, that it 
doth from 


|  Yourmoſtobliged, 
? Humble and 


AﬀeCQtionate Servant, 


Geo. Raymond. 
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TO THE 


READER. 


"TH E Kynowledge of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt, containeth not the reſo» 
lution of Philoſophic Curioſities, aud 
Scholaſtic Diſputes ;, ſuch as the Ordes 
of the Divine Decrees, the conſiftence 
of the divine agency with Man's liber- 
ty, aud of the divine Providence with 
the contingence of Events; with other 
ſuch like Speculations, of which yet fome 
Syſtems of Chriſtian Religion. are wont 
to be compounded, This is to me moſt 
evident, from the declared neceſſity and 
uſefulneſs of the Chriſtian Dottrine 
which can't be affirmed of thoſe ſruitleſs 
ſpeculations, without the. knowledge 
whereof Men may (and muſt, if at all) 
be wiſe and happy ; as alſo, from the 
deep filence of ſacred Writ concerning 
thoſe points, and the quite \different te- 
EN ; | nour 
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To the Reader. 


pour of its voice and inſtruttzon; and - 


from the remaining Diſputes about thoſe 
things, the queſtions continuing ſtill in 
the [ame undecided ſtate , in which the 
Pagan Philoſophers left them, and ra- 
ther embgraſs'd aud puzled, than dilu- 
cidated and refolyd by later - School- 
men. 4 
_ But the effuſion of Goſpel- Revelation 
and Grace , ts certainly vouchſafed by 
God, to render men truly wiſe and emi- 
Wertly good : to add a new light and au- 
thority to the Principles of true Rel:i- 
gion, and obligation and aſſiſtance to the 
Praftice, apd to furniſh and maintain 
a quick and powerful ſenſe thereof. We 
therefore ought to ſearch the holy Scri- 
ptures, aud acquaint our ſelves with 
them ;- not that we may be provided for 
{ubtile Diſputes, but that we may be 
7mpregnated with a divine nature and 
Heavenly diſpoſitions * that we may 
build up our ſelves on our moſt holy 
Faith , and keep our ſelves in the love 
of God, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Feſwus Chriſt unto Eternal Life.” 
To aſſiſt in ſuch a uſe of the holy Scri- 


ptures, 
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. To the Reader. . 
ptures, ought to be the ſcope of all Books 
of Religion ; and is the mark aimed at 
in this, In which I have endeavoured 
ſuch a repreſentation of the general de- 
fign of Chriſtianity, and in particular 
of the Dorine and Life of Jeſus; which 
being received and becoming familiar, 
may lead men into a wiſe underſtanding 
of their holy Religion; and dire and 
help them to draw from the ſacred foun- 
tains rhe true and proper nonriſhment 
of the divine life, This taſte of the 
{incere milk of the Word, »-ay ſerve 
to prepare and excite the appetite ; that 
it ſhall covet only ſuch repaſt as is apree- 
able and good, and have a quick ſenſe and 
ſavonry reliſh of that which is ſo, 
Intending ſuch a taſte only , I was 
obliged to couch things as cloſe as I 
could; and to offer brief hints rather 
than a ſtrift diſcourſe upon each parti- 
cular. Tet I hope this brevity bath nos 
| hindered, but that moſt things may be 
ſufficiently plain to the underſtanding of 
attentive Readers; and I fear too plain 
for the (onfciences of moſt, who had ra- 


ther dwell in Clouds and thick darkneſs, 
= | finding 
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To the Reader. 


finding #othing but matter of ſelf-accu- 
ſation and reproach, in ſuch intelligible 
Notions of Religion. 

| Two Requeſts I have to ask of the 
Reader. The one, that he be wot too 
haſty and ſevere is cenſuring this Eſ- 
ſay; which doth not pretend to exaitneſs 
and perfettion : but is (ſo far as 1 
kzow) the firſt in its kind, and offereth 
i ſelf to be improved and finiſhed by 
better hands. Tet withal, if the Cen- 
farer pleaſe to try, he ſhall be forced to 
confeſs, that tis not poſſible to draw the 
moral, any more than the natural Pz- 
ure of our bleſſed Saviour to the Life. 
The other Requeſt is, that he will af- 
ford this Diſcourſe more than a Curſo- 
7 reading ; and that if any thing ſtrike 

'm upon the firſt view, he will allow it 
a farther conſideration. For my hope . 
is, That the hints here offered, will be- 
come more uſeful , the more familiar 
they are made; and may inſtil by de- 
grees, a true reliſh of the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of our holy Religion ; and a 
true tinfture of the excellent temper 
and ſpirit thereof. Ki 
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To the Reader. 
To which good effeit, God Almighty 


proſper the labour and pious intention 
both of the Author and the Reader ; 


for his mercy in Chrift Jeſus our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Introduction . 
Concerning the reſtoring of true Re- 
ligion by Jeſus Chriſt, - and 

his Kingdom. 


_ "HE Mefſliah was promiſed for 
a light unto the Gentiles, 1/a. 
42.6. by that name the Jewiſh Ma- 
ſters call him , and Joh» the Baptiſt 
proclaimeth him, zhe true light which John x; 
lighteth every man that cometh into the 
World: and our Saviour averrethtre- 
quently of himſelf, that he #s the light Joh. 8.18 
» | of the World, and he that followeth © 5: 5: © 
hin ſhall not abide in darkneſs, but - 
ſhall have the light of Li, By this 
is ſignified to us the exfFeam neceſ- 
ſity, the glorious Excellency , the 
quickning and refreſhing Influence 
of his Docrine and Example: where- 
by when the World lay in Midnight- 
| darkneſs, 


| Turoduftion: - 

_ darkneſs, they had their Eyes open- | 
ed, and were marvellouſly enlight- - 
ened, their Ignorance relieved, their 
Errours and Prejudices diſpoſſeſſed 
and driven away; 'and they being 
raiſed from the deep {leep of fin, 
were turned from darknelſs'to light ; 

from the power of Satan unto. God. 
This Light of Life , diſperſed 
throughout'the- Goſpel of our Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt , *tis the deſign of 
this little Trad to colle&, for inſtru- 
Qtion in the true: Spirit ard Genius of 
Chriſtian Religion. For ſince to be 
a Chriſtian 4s-to put on Chriſt, z. e: 
to imitate him, by copying out the 
Excellencies of his Spirit, and Holi- 
neſs of his Life ; it is neceſſary we 
ſhould have the true Idea of hisMind 
and Spirit, and the true CharaQters 
of his holy Converſation 1a intimate 
knowledge: and conſtant remem- 
brance , aswell as in higheſt vene- 
ration and love. Our profeſſion ob- 
liging us to walk as he walked, and 
the efficacy of Example conſiſting 
much in beingaQted before our Eyes, 
it 


Introduftion! 
it is highly neceſſary that we 15k 
#nto Jeſus ; form to our ſelves ſuch 
an exatt Idea of his Life, that ſee- 
ing him (as it were) walking be« 
fore us in every-path of Vertue, we 
may follow him more accurately, 
treading in his ſteps. - | 
In this conſiſts the true ſtudy and 
uſe of the holy Goſpels; not in learn- 
ing to make or defend Syſtems and 
Scheems of Orthodox Opinions, but 
in receiving the /ight of Life, or as 
the Apoſtle calls it, in x Cor. 2. I6. 
the mind of Chriſt, i. e. the imbibing 
the- true fenſe and tinQture of his 
Heavenly DoQtrine , and partaking 
of his Spirit therein lively expreſs'd, 
that beholding as in a Glaſs the glory 
of the Lord, we be changed into the [ ane 
zmage from plory to glory, by the ſpirit 
of the Lord, 2 Cor. 3.186. 
In order hereunto it muſt be ever 
remembred , that Feſus was mani- 
teſted to deſtroy the works of the 
Devil; to reſcue Religion from that 
depravation, which was the diſh6o- 
Nour of God, and reproath of __ 
| B and 
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Introd#&on. 


and to reſtore Men at once to Truth 
and Happineſs. The Mind there- 
fore and Spirit of his DoQtrine will 
be beſt conceived, as oppoſite to - 
thoſe pernicious Errours, which had 
depraved Religion , debauched the 
Lives , and enſlaved the Spirits of 
Men .; which had brought them to 
become Vaſſals of Satan, the Author 
and Abetter of ſuch falſe Opinions 
gnd wicked Practices. Chriftianity 
1s to be conſidered as a ſupplement 
to natural Religion , reſtoring it 
from depravation , adding a new 
light, authority and ſan&ion to the 
truths and Precepts thereof; and by 
confirming what was doubtful 
through the ignorance and prejudi- 


_ ces of Men, clearing what was dark, 


rectifying what was abuſed or mi- 
ſtaken, reducing Men to the true 
knowledge of. God , and rendring 
them true Worſhippers of him. 

To this reſtauration of Religion, 
and of Man, it was neceſſary ; firſt 
to fet them upon a firm baſis and 
foundation , by enlightning their 

darkneſs, 


(4. 


Introduftion. | 
darkneſs, ſatisfying their doubts, and 

helping their 1infirmuty ; and then to i 
prevent their falling again (which 
they are extreamly prone to do) in- 

to theſe pernicious conceits by which 
they had departed from God, were 
captivated unto Satan, and cnſlaved 

in his Kingdom of darkneſs. 

. - In order to the firſt, viz. the fix- 

ing Mens Minds upon a ſolid. foun- 
dation, by ſatisfying their irhportant 

Doubts, relieving their Ignorance, 

and helping their Infirmity ; 'twas 

neceſſary for the Saviour of the 

World, 1. To reconcile God to 

Man by a propztiatory Sacrifice. 2.To 

demonſtrate the Immortality of the 

9oul, the certainty of a future Life 

and Judgment. 3. To reveal the ob- 

ject of Warſhip. 4. To ſet a; perfect? 

Example of Life. 5. To ſ#ccour 

Men with ſupernatural Grace , a 

ſtrength Divine. _ | 

.. Firſt, A propitiatory Sacritice,and 

the moſt ſolemn Declaration that 

could be, of God's being reconciled  . 
to returning Sinners, was neceſlary - 

- 0:21 B 2 to 


-. -v .  TIntroduttin. 
- - to pacify Mens guilty Conſciences, - 
Pp to latisfy their diffident and doubt- 
' __- ful minds, to make an end of all that 
anxious, bufy, and fruitleſs Religi- 
on of Expiations, which could nei- 
ther purge the Conſcience, nor im- 
prove the Man ; which by becom- 
1ng the chief ſubje&t of religious ſo- 
licitude , joſtled true Religion, 2. e. 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs out of the 
World.” Natural Religion knows 
no Sacrifice but Euchariſtical ; 'tisa 
ſervice of Love and Gratitude : but 
guilt is diffident and anxious; fin 
begets dread of God, as well as alie- 
nation from him; and” he that 
Knows himſelf ſadly -1n arrears to 
the Divine Juſtice, and obnoxious to 
Almighty Anger , muſt firſt be ſa- 
risfied, that-that. Juſtice and Anger 
appeas'd, and God reconciled, be- 
fore he can be prevail'd with to love, 
and thankfulneſs and holy imitati- 
on ; that is, before he can be made 
to repent and return unto God. _ 
2Co.5.19-. God therefore was in Chrift, recon- 


| bo 310. 6Hing the World unto himfelf; ſetting 
; him 
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Introdu&ion. 


| _ forth a propitiation fot the ſins of MY 


- declaring himſelf reconciled, and 
kT an AQ of Oblivion, and 
Patents of Grace and Pardon ratified 
and ſeal'd, with the bloud of that 
moſt ineſtimable Sacrifice. By the 
molt ſolemn, ſacred, ſenſible and af- 
feftionate pledges of his love, he 
hath aſſured us that he wills not the 
death of Sinners; but his will is their 
return and happineſs ; ; that he will 
Re himſelf to his Crea- 
tures, according to their capacity ; 
and that Repentance i 1s a ſure Capa- 
city for his greateſt Bleſſings, but im- 
penitence the only accurſed thing 
that ſeparates from God ; and that 
becauſe it renders uncapable of thoſe 
| bleſſed ſtreams, which are ever flow- 

ing from the inexhauſtable Fountain 
of Divine Goodneſs. | 

And as by the bloud of Jeſus he 
hath pacified the Conſcience of Sin- 
ners ; ſo by the revelation of his di- 
vine Mercy and Goodneſs, by the 
Promiſe of the holy Spirit , and of 
Eternal Life, he hath revived their 
| B 3 deſponding 


Tatroduftion. 


deſponding Hearts ; he hath begot- 
ten them again to a lively hope, that 
they may be filled with joy and peace in 
believing,and abound with hope, through 
the power of the Holy Ghoſt : that they 
may return with humbleConfidence, 
and chearful readineſs to him, who 
waits for that happy opportunity to 
ſhew them mercy ; and being recon- 
ciled to God by Faith and Repent- 
ance, may be inſeparably united un- 
to him, in love and hope, and the 
participation of his holy Spirit. 
Secondly, To the Reſtauration of 
true Religion, 'twas fundamentally 
neceſſary to baniſh all doubtfulneſs 
about the immortality of the Soul ; 
and to render the future Life and 
Judgment indiſputably certain. Men 
loſt, with'their Innocence, their hope 
in God ; and the ſenſe of thoſe im- 


- mortal Capacities the divine good- 


rieſs had beſtowed upon them. They 
corrupted alſo that Tradition which 
ſhould have ſupported their hope ; 
and forgot both what their Reaſon, 
and theirFathers had told them from 
.- . 7  --: God, 
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Introduftion. 
God, concerning his deſign to make 
them Eternally happy. And the Ar- 
guments of Philoſophy were too fine 
and artificial, to encounter the pre- 
judices of Luſt,and jealouſies of guilt; 
and to perſwade minds that knew 
very little of God or of themſelves; 
that rather dreaded the preſence 
than defired the enjoyment of the 
Divinity ; and whoſe lecular Religi- 
on taught them ro look tor no other 
rewards, than the averting a mil- 
fortune or a plague, or the procu- 
ring the comforts and emoluments - 
of this Life. And with the Philo» we guere. 
ſophers themſelves , their moſt -]a- 7etur im- 
bour'd Diſcourſes did not conclude ,,ji> | 
ſtrongly ; but inferred only a feeble rn—— 
hope, and a diſputable probability. /vin* 
They proved Man capable of Im- omar ms 
mortal Happineſs ; but a mind over- Minur. 
grown with corruption , depreſsd "_— 
with guilt, and a terrible dread of 
the DivineMajeſty,could not ſtrong- 

ly conclude,that God will finiſh that 
Capacity, and confer ſo great a Bleſ- 
fing ; nay, could ſcarce entertain a 
thought or defireofit. B4 God 
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God therefore ſent his Son from 
Heaven, that he might bring life and 
immortality te light ; to make a plain 
diſcovery of the:1important truths re- 
lating to Eternal Life : and to make 
Faith of them in an eaſy and con- 
vincing method , rational and ſure 
1n it ſelf, and yet aptly accommoda- 
ted to the meaneſt underſtandings. 
God hath pledged his veracity for 
the truth. of what Jeſus taught in 
this matter ; by the Miracles which 
he and his followers wrought; and 
confirmed our Faith, by raiſing him 
from the dead.. His Reſurrection 1s 
a demonſtration of the poſſibility 
and certainty of ours; and a pledge 
of his coming to judge the World. 
And zf we believe not, we make God 4 
Lyar ; becauſe we receive not the Re- 
cord that Groa gave of his Son : and 
this ts the record, that God hath given 
to us Eternal Life; and this life is in 
his Son, 1 Joh. 5.11, 12. Moreover 
the Declaration of the Divine Good- 
neſs, and the propitiation and re- 

demption, through the bloud of Je- 


ſus, 


Introduftion, = 
fus, by exciting our love of God, and 
creating a hope in him, do facilitate 
our Belief of this his gracious Pro- 
miſe, how vaſt ſ{oever the contents 
of it be. | 


Thirdly, Tt. was alſo neceſlary, in 


order to the reſtoring of true Reli- 
gion , to reveal and declare the ob- 
je of Worſhip ; the true, but (to 
the generality of Mankind) a»kzown 
God: whom they ſerved not at all, 
or ignorantly worſhipped. The ler- 
vice of tnnumerable Patron-deities, 
as immediate ſuperintendents of hu- 
mane affairs, had joſtled out the ſer. 
vice of the ſupream God ; who had 
no publick offices, nor proper Rites 
_ appropriated to him : and the wor- 
{hip of wrong objects, alienated the 
minds of the Worſhippers from the 
true one. They ſerved Creatures ſo 
much more than the Creator, and 
gave his glory in ſuch ſort unto 
them; that 'twas impoſlible, for un- 


derſtandings ſo anxiouſly ſuperſtiti- 


ous and given to Idolatry, ſtrongly 
to intend'the true Deity, or to re- 
7 * 
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 mies of God and Man, exacted di- | 


Introduction. 
tainany tolerableknowledgeof him, 
The .worſhip proper to God , was 
rendered to Angels, or Heavenly In- 
telligences3' and to the Sun, Moon 
and Stars , their reputed Seats or 
Temples ; to Aerial Spirits the Meſ- 
{ſengers and Miniſters of the Celeſti- 
al ones; and to Baalim, or the Can- 
nonized Ghoſts of departed men; 
and ſuch too, (according to the re- 
port of their own Writers) whoſe 
Lives had nothing worthy of God in 
them. - And what was ſtill worſe, 
the Spirits of darkneſs , theſe Ene- 


vine honours from their ignorant 
Vaſlals; who ofiered to them the 
deareſt pledges of their Lives and 
Fortunes: they ſacrificed their Sons and | 
Daughters unto Devils, Pal. 106. 37. | 
They ſerved theſe with mourntul, | 
barbarous,cruel and unnatural Rites, 
as authors of evil; they atoned them, 


His ne no- that they might not hurt, or might drive Þ 


ceant, XC, 
Arnob. 


evil from them. Yea they pay d their 


adv. gent, homage, not only to intelligent be- | 
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ings, but to Images and Shrines, to | 
inanimate 
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;nanimate and irrational Creatures ; 

fo bruit Beaſts, and to the moſt vile 

- | and miſchievous of them ; ro Dogs, 0id-rora + 
1 | and Serpents and Crocodiles. Yea aww, 
r | they fuperſtitiouſly venerated every &c. Juve- 

- | thing that look'd high, or great,” or 15: 

- | ftrange; lofty Trees, thick Groves 

= and dark Grots, great Rivers,'Lakes 

; | and Ponds, were regarded as having 

- | Divinity in them. Toſuch _ = 

> | madneſs doth ſuperſtition ;,, non 


indulged 'carry mery; to magnam lazitatem _ 
| | , . vatus, animam quadam 
; {uch r eprobation of mind Religivnis ſuſpicione per- 


; are they liable, who depart cutient. Magnorum flumi- 
- | from the ſpiritual ſervice 7 cs veneram, 
| { of God, and by ſenſible Frog immenſe ahi. 
: objeats of worſhip,change 4 ſacravit. Senec, E- 
| | hisGlory into a Lye; who pill, 41. | 
{ | firſt ſerve the Creature beſide, and 
. | then more than the Creator who is 
» | Bleſſed for ever: 
5 Whilſt the minds of men were 
thus debaſed with unworthy , and 
diſtracted with various objects of 
F worſhip; God ſet up his memorial 
- | with the people of 7/7ae/; and taught 

1 them to dire@ their worſhip aright, 
£29, ee to 
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tothe Maker of all things, the Poſ- 
ſeſſor of Heaven and Earth. Who 
alſo was the God that redeem'd them. 
from Agyprian Slavery, by terrible 
wonders, and a mighty power ; that 
appeared gloriouſly on Mount Szzaz; 
that went before them in the Pillar 
of Cloud and Fire ; that afterwards 
ſat down between the Cherubims, 
as on a Throne; and dwelt in the 
Temple as in a Royal Palace, the 
God and King of 1/rae/. The Laws 
he gave, and the Ritcs he appoint- 
' ed them, had this prime intent, to 
be ſigns and bands oi unity between 
God and them; to dire& their wor- 
ſhip to the true object, and to re- 
ſtrain them from wandring after the 
Gods of the Nations that were round 
about them. 

But as this remedy was appro- 
priated to one people, ſo neither did 
- 1t effeCtually cure their Idolatry ; 
but they continued till fond of the 
way of the Heathen, and made fre- 
quent Apoſtaſies into it. God there- 
fore in the fullneſs of time, ſent _ 

0 
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of his Boſom his Son ; That Eternal 
Word, and Prince of Angels, neither 
unbegotten like God , nor created like 
Man, who unites the Creator and the 
Creature , and is the Mediator betwixt 


them, as Philo deſcribes him. This Phil. Jud. 
lib.de Hz- 
- - - d. = 
who preſided over the Iſraelites in a” 


eternal Lord, -and Heir of all things, 


the Cloudy Pillar, who appeared to 
Moſes and the Elders on the Mount 
burning with Fire, who exhibited a 
glorious preſence in the Tabernacle 
and Tempk, and delivered infallible 
Oracles from berween the Cheru- 
| bims; he 1n the fullneſs of time za- 
bernacled in our Fleſh, and dwelt among 
en as one of them; and exhibited a 
more true and divine Sheckina, or 


preſence ; for his glory was as became 


the glory of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, full of grace and truth, Joh.1.12. 
Tn him the Father was manifeſted, 
and revealed by him ; who hath ex- 
preſly commanded all men torepent 
of their Idolatry , and ro worſhip 
God only ; to direct their Prayers 
to God in Heaven, and not to en 
11M 
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| him in any ſymbol on Earth; nor [ 
.._.._ through any medium, but that of his 

Heb. r. 3. Eternal Son, who 4s the brightneſs of 
Colol. 2:5. 73s glory , the expreſs image of his per- 

Joh. 10, gy 3 - ogy g P 

20,29 ſon; in whom the Godhead dwells, the 
; Father being in him, and he inthe Fa- 
ther, '{o that the Father and he are 
OBE. + +57 « bg thn 
Right reaſon confeſſeth the Unity 
of God, : inaſmuch as he being ſu- 
pream, knows no equal, and being 
All-ſufficient needs noPartner ; and 
neceſſity of Exiftence, can't reaſon- 
ably be affirm'd .of more than one 
20ſt perfet# Eſſence. But underſtand- 
ings depreſſed by ſenſe, and depra- 
ved by Worldly. Luft, firſt ſought 
God in a Symbol; , and chain'd him 
to a place, for the better reſort to 
him on all emergencies. .. And when 
they had framed in their imaginati- 
ons a local God, their Fancy. multi- 
plied Deities , as their Superſtition 

did Shrines ; and 'twas a pleaſure to | 
think, they had ſo many Patrons of 
their perſons and affairs, Gods to ad- 
dreſs themſelves unto, or to ”- 
ore 
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7 fore them upon all occaſions. This 


groſs but pleaſing deluſion, could 
not be- ſufficiently detected, but by 
a light from Heaven; God from 
thence revealing, and aſſerting the 


| perfection and unity of his Effence; 


letting the World know aſſuredly, 
that there is none befide him ; nor 


any other Image or Symbol pf his 
Divinity, but the Eternal Son, who 


is the brightneſs of his Glory, and 
never to be conceiv'd of without the 
Father, nor any other Miniſter of 
Iis Providence , worthy of divine 


xvil 


honour ; but that the Holy Ghoſt, 


the Author of all divine gifts is ſo : 
being the Eternal Spirit of the Father 


| and the Son, Upon this Baſis he 

| hath fixed the wandring minds of 
| Men, determined and dire&ed their 
| worſhip; condemning the conceit 


of many Gods, and many Lords or 
Mediators, as falſe and wicked ; for 
that zhere 7s but one God the Father, 


| of whom are all things, and we in him ; 


and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are 
all things, and we by him, 1 Cor. 8. 
5, 0. 
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e,6: This one God, that made the . 
World , and all things therein, is 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, and 
dwelleth not in Temples made with 
hands, neither 1s worſhipped with | 
Mens hands , as though; he needed | 
any thing ; but he it 15 that giveth | 
unto all, Life and Breath, and all 
things, As 17. 24 © | 
_ Fourthly , 'Fo reſtore true Reli- 
g10n, twas neceſſary to redeem Men . 
from their vain converſation, recei- 
ved by tradition from their Fathers, 
by ſetting them a perfeC& pattern of 
Life ; both to demonſtrate what 1s 
the ſervice agreeable to God ; and 
that ſuch holy living 1s practicable 
by Man. Falſe Religion. was not | 
only wrong 1n the obje&t, but alſo | 
in the matter and inſtances of wor- | 
ſhip ; it loſt the true God amongſt } 
the croud of leſſer Deities, and. his | 
true worſhip amongſt the heap of F 
childiſh and unprofitable Ceremo- | 
nies. Its Votaries were very buly, | 
and its ſervice full of noiſy labour, of 
pomp and pageantry : but the _—_ 
ome 
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ſome of them were:unreaſonable and 
fooliſh,, much below , not only the 
Majefty::of God, but the dignity of 
Man ; others lewd or cruel, magi- 
cal and unnatural, contrary to hu- 
manity, a reproach :and provocation 
to the. Author of our Beings, but 
ſingukay ſymptoms - of reprobate 
mirids ,; and. badges of ſlavery to 
wicked: Spirits. And whilft their 
Gods were repreſented as Patrons'of 
Vice, and their moſt ſacred myſte- 
ries were ſhameful works of darkneſs, 
theirReligion ingaged them in lewd- 
neſs and inhumanity ; what could 
be expeCted in common converſati- 
on, but ſuch a deluge of wickedneſs 
as is deſcribed, Rom. 1. 29: filled 
with alt unrighteouſneſs, fornicati- 
on, covetouſneſs, maliciouſneſs, ens 
, murder, deceit, malignity ; void 
of Piety, Charity, Mercy, Faith, 
yea, eveniof natural AﬀeQion; 
'Phis vain converſation was fecei- 
ved by 'Fradition, and confirmed by 
cuſtom; and better Examples were 
very rare, and thoſe extreamly de- 
Gey C foltive : 
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fetive: and the Diſcourſes of Philo« 
fophers (whom the vulgar regarded 
as a few ſingular and odd men, and 
{uſpeted of Atheiſm) were of little 
force againft the torrent of cuſtom, 
m which themſelves too. were not a 
little involved, Tradition; Law and 


Cuſtom, had made Religion:to con-. 


ſift in performing the wonted Rites ; 
| but folid vertue, as no part thereof, 
but a needleſs and impratticable 
theory, was abandoned to the ſpecu« 
htion of the Learned. Jeſus there- 
fore came to-reſtore Religion , not 
only by the /3ght of Heavenly Do- 
qrine, but by the Luſtre of a great 
Example. His Life demonſtrated 
wherein the Kingdom of God con- 
fiſts; the Works that are acceptable, 
and the Perſons that are dear to him. 
His Example- exhibits an invincible 
conviction, of the neceſſity , the 
beauty, and the prafticableneſs of a 
= Converſation ; of a Life, wiſe, 
and good, and uſeful ; of aSpirit un- 
biaſs'd by the intereſts of the Fleſh, 
and the World, deaf to their ſolici- 

tations, 


» _ LOMEKS © Ms Lara Fes 4 
I n ©// 2g; ag) Be I b ” ky," 
WS ING” "Ag EET: th mr IX 


Titrodudtion. 

tations, and unſhaken by all their 
terrours. He demonſtrated to-the 
World , that the Servants of God 
muſt not be ſlothful, or idle, but 
buſy Miniſters of his Providence and 
Grace ; and be ſhewed too, that 
their buſineſs did not conſiſt in ope- 1: opersſis 
roſe Ceremonies, Bodily exerciſes, 777mm | 
or trivial Rites ; but in doing good, tibus addi»  * 
and diſtributing the gifts of Heaven, its raw ' 
in watching over our ſelves and o- nar” 
thers, in a perſevering practice of Lafanc. 
Godlineſs, Righteouſneſs and So- 
briety, in charitable arid humble nit- 
niſtrations unto men ; and a ptofeſ- 
ſed ſervite, and conſtant imitation 
of the true God. By his own Ex- 
ample, and that of his imrttediate 
Followers, as ſo many concurring 
Lights, making a path to ſhine at- 
ter them, he deſcribed the way to 
Heaven, and the enjoyment of God ; 
demonſtrated beyond exception; the 
neceſlity of holineſs to the Viſion of 
God, and the pofiibility of that pu- 
rity which qualifies for the enjoy- 
ment of him. - 

C 2 _ Laſtly; 


EAGER So #255 123,14; ROI . 


vuit IntroduFtion. 
'Laſtly, To the reftauration of Re- 
ligion,;and of Man, ''twas neceſſary 
to quicken thoſe who were dead in 
raldaſlts and fins'\, not only by-a 
great Example , but with a divine 
Principle and ſupernatural ſtrength. 
Inſtruction and Example were pro- 
per to awaken the underſtanding, 
and to excite the Conſcience ; but 
the Law in the Members, is not ſo 
eaſily ſubjeQed to the Law in the 
Mind : Inclination and Paſſion is 
too ſtrong for the efforts of »aked 
Reaſon; belovedLufſt, and enſlaving 
cuſtom, -will not give place to wi- 
ſer emulation ; ſo that this ſtruggle 
between the Fleſh and: Spirit, doth 
but demonſtrate the power of cor- 
rupt inclination, and the ſtrength of 
vitious habit. They who with the * 
mind;ferved, 2.e. approved and':con- 
ſented to the Law of God ;- were {| 
ſill by reaſon of the Fleſh, ſubjeQ- 
ed to the Law of Sin. Though the. 
Conſcience was awaken'd, the Walt: 
was enſlaved; and whatever feeble 
Rom, 7. deſires and imperfect choice, an in- 
1 lightened 
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{ightened underſtanding might pro- 
duce ; yet they that wereaccuftom- 
ed to do evil, could not find how to 

rform that which 1s good :- the 
good they would, they did not, but 


X11 


the evil they would not, that they - 
did. Their judgment condemned .* 


their pradiice; but though. aa awa- 


ken Conſcience ſer the Man againſt 


himtelt, yet inclination and cuſtom 


maſtered the judgment, and.carnied 


all before them ; and held thervin 
Captivity to Sin, and chereby” r0 
the powers of darkneſs. 

Under this wretched Slavery, the 
generality of Mankind was: inſenſs 
ble, and harden'd ; . but thoſe that 
felt their yoke,were nevertheleſs ſub. 
jetted to it : and whulit they diſpu- 
ted about the origine of Sin, ſubmit- 
ted to the dominion of it : They 


could not tell, whether Man in his 


preſent ſtate, were the ruins of ſomes» 
what that had been great ; or whee 
ther his nature had only the Rudi- 
ments. and Foundation of ſome 


greater excellencies to be built upon 
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it : whether there were two firſt 
Principles, the one of good, the o0- 
ther of evil; (which was the moſt 
ancient and univerſal opinion , as 
Plutarch 'tells-us) or whence elſe 
thoſe lapſes and errours of the hu- 
mane Soul, ſhould proceed ; whence 
it. was, that the brutiſh part had en+ 
flaved the rationa], and the ſenſitive 
appetite broke looſe from the go- 
verning power. They knew not 


the head of this over<flowing Nile ; 


but found themſelves involved in the 
Inundation : whilſt their underſtand- 


' ings reaſoned tolerably well of. Ver- 
' tue, their inclinations engaged them 


powerfully in Vice: So that either 


deſpairing of liberty, they tamely 
yielded to the torrent of inclination 
and'cuſtom ,*+ or elſe with great per- 


 plexity, bur little ſucceſs, ſtrove a- 


Plutar. de 
rc, 


| the mighty. ſiream; and in 
o great a {treight (as was natural) 
look'd up to God, (z\ms 4» Apehns) 
who 1s the hope of Vertue, but not 
the Patron of Sloth and Cowardize. 
Although they ſometimes magnified 
4 ER 6p 7 one 
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humane nature , yet experience of 0 
their own infirmity, at other times 
extorted this confeſſioa from: them, 
that a divine impulſe was neceſlary 
to make a Maa truly great and good; Nunguan 


and that there is ſomething divine in * Mague 
| ſine divino 


holy men,that informs and guides them. ,yy ci. 
Which differs but little trom that of cero. | 


St. John, i-Ep. C. 2. 20. Te have an ho 
unttion from the holy one, and know all reiri,y 


things. But the knowledge of their *2# 7v- 
remedy, was not equal to the ſenſe gut, nur. 
and preſſure of their Diſeaſe : they *»vo:vi- 
could cry out with St. Paul , Oh ja 0) 
wretched Man that I am ! who ſhall de- cn 
liver me? but could not anſwer with 

him, I thaxk God through JeſusChriſt 

our Lord. | : ! 81 

' . It is the Redeemer of the World, 

who by a divine ſtrength hath re 
—_ the _—— of bir: ; _- 
by the law of. the ſpirit of life, Rom. 8, 3. 
Fro free. from the / yo of” ſs and death. ; 
The Sun of Righteouſneſs, juft be. 

fore his riling upon the benighted 
World, had emitted ſome twilight 

Rayes into the darknels of it; by 

E C4 raikng 


_ butraduchion. 
raiſing up ſome eminent Philoſo- 
phers, (Preachers of Rightequſneſs) 
to,check the {ſuperſtition and mad- 
-nels of the Prietts: and to ſcatter 

ſome rayes of knowledge among the 

le, thereby. to prepare the way 

. to the Eternal Word , Who was to 

- bring with him the treaſures of di- 

' vine Knowledge and Wiſdom. But 

+ . when this glorious Sun was riſen, he 

-» = not only ſhed a divine light, but 

| ber ws 4. heat and inflyence upon 

| | fe benummed. and frozen World. 
revived the dead, reſtored the 

' Janguiſhing,. redeem'd the Gaptive, 
andenabled Slaves to break ok their 

Joh.8. 36, Fetters : and thoſe whomthe Eter- 
nal Truth ſet at liberty, were. free 
Zdeed. He plentifully pourgd out 
that $ rat iphar' 'refted on bimnfelf; 

Iſa. 11.2. even the Spirit of wiſdow and bnder- 

...* Pending ,of counſel and might, of know- 

e and the fear of the Lord, By 
the miraculous effuſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt , he 'awaken'd the ſtupid 
Wor Id; and talled them inta his 


Ehureh, » AN unconquerable never- 
| | failing 
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failing Principle of Eternal R q 
eouſt = By the abounaing of $-r 
grace he hath provided, that (as {in rom. 5. 
hath reigned unto death, fo) 7zhr- 21. 
 eonſreſs may now rezgn unto Eternal | 
Life. The Goſpel preached in the 
demonſtration of the' Spirit , made a 
ſpeedy and wonderful reformation, , 
1a the jo omg tempers, and 
lives of Men; and yielded a moſt 
powerful conviftion, that God was 
both able and wilhng to reſtore his 
loſt Image in them. And all the 
treaſures, of this divine Spirit, are 
promiſed to thoſe:that humbly ask, 
and: are: willing to receive: them. 
The Conſcjence therefore awakened 
by the Lght of 'Ifutch, 1s no longer 
amazed or diſtracted ; bur confiding 
in the divine aids, and ſtrengthened 
with his Heavenly Grace, purſuss its 
conflict with the Fleſh:to a compleax 
Victory.. Every | good motion is 
from the ſame Spirit of Truth and 
Grace, which hath made ſuch admi-- 
rable'Conquelts over Ignorance and 
pult; and he that hath the ſame 
* Principle 
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Principle in himſelf, can't but have 
a good hope of the ſame bleſſed 
Fruits. 'The Soul that feels a divine 
ſtrength, cannot but expe& from | 
the ſame Fountain, a conitant ſup- 
ply ; and thus united-to God 1n the 
{ame deſign of reſtoring his Image, 
and animated with the holy Spirit, 

can't fail to maſter all oppoſition ; 
for greater is he that is in us, than he 
that is in the World. Iy 
This therefore is the Foundation, 
on which Chriſts Kingdom of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Grace 1s built ; vs. 
Faith eſtabliſhing the heart, by a 
full and certain per{ſwaſion: of theſe 
Fundamental Points, viz. | 
That, God is Reconciled, and Par- 
don and gracious acceptance ffre to 
returning Sinners. | | 
That, a future Judgment and E- 
ternal Life, and conſequently the di!- 
ference of moral good and evil, are 
indiſputably certain ; and unqueſti- 


onable realities. IT 
That, there is but one God, the 

Creator of all things, and Father of 

7 our 
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our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; the only ob- 
je& of worſhip, and Fountain of Blel- 
ſing ; whom we muſt glorify in, 
and worſhip through, as he bleſſeth 
us by the Eternal Word, and Spirit. 
That, the true ſervice of God con- 
ſiſts in the imitation of him,of which 
the Life of Jeſus 1s our Pattern; that 
ſuch Holineſs is indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary, certainly praQticable, and can 
never fail of the divine acceptance. 


That, the corruption of nature, 
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and the power of inclination and cu- 


ſftom, are. infallibly conquerable by 
the grace of God ; and God moſt rea- 
dy to prevent, and follow us with 
his grace; and: that he will never 
fail to aſſiſt and praſper our endea- 
vours , [till they are crowned with 
Everlaſting Succeſs 


This' is' the Goſpel ; upon theſe T? ivey- 
fundamental: of religious Belief, muſt Y32"- 


the SuperftruQture of Holineſs and 
Happineſs be raiſed and built. Now 
Chriſtians even of the meaneſt Ca- 
pacities, believing Jeſus to be the Son 
pf God, and receiving that — 
2 0- *oy  ® ES . the 
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the Evangelifts give .of him, have 


thereby moſt evident demonſtration, 
lively perſwaſion, and certain know- 
ledge of theſe. fundamental cruths : 
ſuch as the molt learnedPhiloſophers 
could not attain unto;- and the ge- 
nerality of the World wereiextream- 
&y:far from.” {5 1} 

- This Foundation being laid ſure, 
God having made Faith* of theſe 
truths to all men in a moſt eaſy and 
certain way, and moſt powerfully 
and ſolemnly: areſted them; by the 


;Miraculous:efftuſion' and demoaſtra- 


-tion of the Spirit ; . that which re- 
mains for reſtoring Religion and 
Man, for perfe&ing' the Kingdom 
of Chriſt ; 15,] to build upon this ho- 
ty Baith, thetrue Image of God,and 


Spirit of Holineſs: to pluck up thoſe | 


prejudices that \debauched- Mens 
minds, the Sources and : Tap-roots 
of falſe Religion ; and: to 1nculcate 
thoſe truths which contain-the true 
Spirit and Gezizs of pure and unde- 
fil'd Religion. With this deſign the 
Doctrine and Life of Jeſus travaal, 


Vit 


: * o | ; 


172, to introduce;amongſt his Fol- 
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lowers , that excellency of Spirit, 


that. was in himſelf; which is the. 
true 1mae of God, the'glory and the 
perfeitiow of Man. And as thisſpirit. 
obtains, ſo his Kingdom comes with 
eftect ; and when it ſhall reſt uni- 
verſally upon his Followers , then 
ſhall come ſalvation and ſtrength, the 


Kingdoms of our God, and the power of 


his Chriſt * for the Kingdoms of the Rev. 12. 
World ſhall become his ;; and he ſhall ** © te 


reign for ever and ever, This isthe 
Summ and Accompliſhment of all 
theſe glorious Prophecies concern- 
ing the Kingdom of the Meſliah ; 
That the Kypowledge of the Lord ſhall 
fill the Earth, as the Waters cover the 
ſeas Ia. LI 4+ # 

The plentiful effuſion of this ſpirit 


| | upon theprimitive Chriſtians, made 


| them! hope for the 1peedy accoms 
pliſhment af theſe Prediftions ; and. 
{peak of the perfection. of Chriſt's 


| Kingdom as near at hand. But ſo 


great a Reformation was a work of 
tine, and Chriſt had. foretold, as 
. only 


IS 


TitroduStion; 


ofily a failing of the ſpirit of Chri- 


ſtianity, but a reviving of the King- 


- dom of darkneſs ; an Apoſtaſie from 


| x Tim. 4. 
r, Oc. 


2 Tim. 1. 
"_ 


the Faith, ſuch a return of the ejeQ- 
ed prejudices , and depravation of 
Religion , as ſhould undermine the 
vety Foandation; ; and ſubje& men 
again to the ignorant infidelity,anxi- 
ous Superſtition, abominable Idola- 
We and fooliſh Luſts of the benight- 
d Pagans. But that himſelf in due 
time , will again ſet up his King- 
dom, and reſtore to his Followers, 
the /pirit of power, of love, and 4 _ 
2:ind ; make truth;righteouſne 


pire of Satan, that he ſhall never be 
4ble to erect it more: In the mean 


while he hath left with us his Hea- 


_ venly DoAtrine and holy Life, as an 


Antidote againſt thoſe deluſions; 
which are t pomges to, and the 
vegy Sinews and Strength of Satan's 
Kingdom, whether Pagan or Anti- 
chriſtian : and powerfully to incul- 


cate the contrary truths, which con- 


fitute the genuine Spirit of Chrifti- 
anity, 


and ' 
peace to reign, and ſo break the Em- 
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anity , building men up into the I- 

mage of God, and into the Glorious 
Kingdom of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

Firft, Senſuality and the Love of 

Sin; 1s the inlet of errour, the root 

and ſap of falſe Religion ; but Purity 


and the Love of Righteouſneſs, 1n- 


culcated in the DoQrine and Life of 
Jeſus, is the Friend of Truth and 
Wiſdom , and the way to be filled 


with the knowledge of God. They 


who love therr Luſts , cannot love 
the truth that is contrary to them ; 
nor endure the light that diſcovers 
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their vile deformities. An impure 


mind is unmeet to receive the know- 
ledge of a pure and holy God; and 
a guilty mind cannot bear it. The 
eftet of ſuch knowledge upon im- 
ure ſpirits is dread ; and that quick- 
by converts into Superſtition. For a 
guilty Conſcience (like a drowning 
man that catches hold of every 
twig) embraces every. expedient of- 
fered, to compound with an offen- 
ded God ; and will do any thing to 
pleaſe, {ave only the readring _ 
| holy 
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holy obedience that he requires of 
him. If atonement may be made 
by Sacrifice , the Altars ſhall flame 
and {moke continually ; their Flocks 
and Herds be all devoted , they will 
make, 1f poſſible, Rivers of Oyl to 
run from the Sacrifices : yea they 
will not ſpare their own Bowels ; 

Mich. 5.6. but give the frutt of their body, an 
expiation for the fin of- their Soul. 
Fhey will not fail to butld Temples 
and-adorn Shrines; nor to vifit them 
devoutly ; nor think- much of a coſt- 
ly and painful devotion ; if they 
may have but hope to fatisfy God 
for the arrears they are in to his Ju- 
ſtice. And when they have labour'd 
it hard, they begin to hope it may 
do ; - and: that -God will ſurely be 

_  pleas'd that they have done ſo much 

2 Thc, to gain his favour. And julſt it is 

+. 11- with God, to ſend them ffrome delu- 
ior, and give them over to the be- 
lief of lies ; who loved not the truth, 
'nor were obedient to it. But the 
Spirit of Obedience, is the Spirit of 
Children; to be followers of God 

: makes 
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makes us.dear to him; and the do- 
ers of his will ſhall know the Do- 
arine-: - this is the Lefſon which 
Chriſt inculcates. A pure mind hath 
a lively perception of truth ; is very 
apprehenſive of Errours, diſhonour- 
able to God, and that deface his T- 
mage : and ſuch purity it is , that 
the Doctrine and Life of Jeſus travel 
to produce ; atl Knowledge is of no 
further value-than as miniſtring toz 
proceeding from, or accompanied 
with it. All the Sacrifices of the 
wicked are declared a» abomination; 
but the delight of God , is in thoſe 
that love him, and do his Command- 
ments; for they ſhall be loved of 
God ; he will manifeſt himſelf unto, Joh. 14: . 
and make his abode with thers, . 2122,23 
.. Secondly, Senſe and Imagination, 
Fondneſs - _— ſhew and 
pomp, 1s the way of Superſtition, 
b Mi Rel: _: but = love of 
ſpiritual worſhip, anda rational ſer- 
vice, is the ſpirit of Chriſt, and that 
way of.his.Kingdom., God is a Sp#- 
rit, and chiefly to. be worſhipped, 

D » with 
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with ours. And although, ſo long 


as we are .cloathed with Fleſh, our 
Religion muſt have a Body as well as 
Soul ; yet by an uninftrufted fond- 
neſs for *the Bodily part, Men have 
ever departed from God, into dotage 
and ſuperſtition; and rendred them- 
{elves.a prey to the powers of dark- 
nels. ' | 

This 1s the miſtake of the vulgar 
eſpecially, or of Souls as mean and 
unimproved as theirs, though hang'd 
with better trappings. By this fond- 
neſs for repreſentation , pomp and 
ſolemnity, the Patriarchal Rites 
which were few ard grave , grew 
up at length into a theatrical and 
magnificent Religion ; that required 
a great Miniſtry, and a huge body 
of Rubricks for the exaC&t perform- 
ance of it. For now the height and 
magnitude, and ſhape of the Altar, 
the number of its ſteps, and horns, 
and innumerable things of like ſort, 
entred into Religion; and exerciſed 
the ſ{crvile Superſtition of .the Wor- 
ſhipper. i, 
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At this door camie in Images;with : 

all their train of Foppiſh and Ido- 
latrous Ceremonies 3, and. became 
ſtumbling blocks to the ſouls of men, and 
' ſnares to the feet of the unwiſe; the- 
' ſingular diligence of the Artificer help- 
ng forward the ignorant to more ſwper= 
ſtition. This deviſing of Idols was the 
beginning of ſpiritual Fornication ;, the 
znvention of them the corruption of tife. 
Wifd. 14. 'The proneneſs of the Jews 
to revolt unto the way of the. Hea- 
then, the fondneſs of thoſe that be- 
came Chriſtians for their old Rites, 
whether of Paganiſm , or Judaiſm, 
the great multitude of theſe early 
obtaining in the Chriſtian Church, 7 
together with the neceſſity that the | 
Apoſtles and firſt Reformers found 
of indulging fora time the accuſtom- 
ed Rites and Ceremonies ; theſe are 
convincing . demonſtrations | of the 
power of this Childiſh fondneſs, for 
{ſomewhat ſenſible and pompous-in 
Religion ; and of the danger of fall- 
ing into falſe Religion, by multiply- 
ing Rites to the ſubverting of ſpiri- 

7 D 2 . tual 
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ttial worſhip, or laying the ſtreſs of ' 


Religion on ſuch bodily ſervice. 
But Chriſtianity teacheth a ſpiri- 
tual worſhip, and rational ſervice ; 
viz. that: of the Mind illuminated 
with trne Knowledge, and quickned 


with a lively ſenſe of God, and re- .. 


ferring all unto him. And the very 
bodily part is either the /p7ritual .Sa- 
crifice -of Prayer and Praiſe; or the 
Miniſtry of the Word and Sacra- 
ments for ſpiritual ends and purpo- 
ſes; for the help of Faith, Devoti- 
on and Reſolution, and the more ef- 
fectual uniting the heart unto God 
in fervent love, in thankful and du- 
tiful aftetion. The Kynedom of God 
is not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt ;, 


for he that in theſe things ſervethChriſt, 


is accepted of God, and approved of men. 


- But he that hasa mighty opinion of 


bodily labour , that values'a Cere- 
mony before a Vertue;, his opinion 
about a Rite before Charity or Peace, 
that acts his fancy more than hs uns 


_ derſtanding ; 1s more nice and cu» 


rious 
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rious about the bodily than the ſpi- 


ritual part of worſhip; ſuch an one 


is departed from the genuine ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity, entred 1n at the gate 
of Superſtition, in danger of all the 
extravagance and dotage thereof, 
and thereby of Apoſtatizing into the 
Kingdom of darkneſs. F 
Thirdly, A dark and ſervile dread 
of God, is the temper and ſpirit of 
falſe Religion; but the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity is light and love, and 4 


ſound mind, When Men become a- 


lienated fromGod by wicked works, 
and ſerve himchiefly with their vain 
imaginations , then they loſe the 
true -and amiable notion of him ; 
they conſider him only as terrible and 
dreadful, who is the ſupream good, and 
only happineſs of his creatures. They 
conceive of him altogether as arbs- 
trary power, who is Eternal mizd and 
wiſdom, and the glory and perfection 
af whoſe nature it 1s, that as he can 
do whatever he will, ſo he can will 


nothing but what is wiſe and good. 


The Dreams of ſuch dark and timo; 
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rous minds, 'are very frightful, wild 
and extravagant; they worſhip the 
Tdol of their own brains., expreſs 
their own ill nature, and diſturbed 
imaginations,in that worſhip, which 
ſhould be a confeflion of ' the excel- 
lency and petfetion of the Deity. 
Hence Men came to place Religion 
in ſolemn darkneſs, in cloud and 
myſtery, venerable becauſe hidden 
or unintelligible Rites, obſcure Ora- 


_ Cles, ſacred Paradoxes, and Arks and 


Clefts full of divine and wonderful 
ſecrets : of which the Prieſt and the 
Devil taking advantage,made them- 
ſelves abſolute Maſters of the belief 
and reverence of the people, and by 


- theſe of thejr Eftates and Fortunes. 
"But this is the Meſſage which we 


have heard of Chriſt ,' that God is 


light, and in himsis no darkneſs at all. 


That the Principles of his Service are 
Knowledge and Love ; and he re- 


gards not the Religion of thoſe that 


worſhip they know not what , nor 
why. That we dire& our Service 
and Obedience, by what we clearly 
SE. x Pt 7 _— > know 
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know of him; and that the more 
we know, the better we ſhall pleaſe 
him ; who will not be ſerved with 
a'blind ſubmiſſion, nor with unintel- 
ligible myſteries, but with our beſt 
underſtanding ; not . with a ſervile 
Flattery, and Court-like Addreſs, 
by many Interceſfors, with a ritual 
niceneſs, or a pompous Pageantry, 
or any ſuch devices of ignorant and 
ſuperſtitious Minds ; but with pu- 
rity of Heart and Life, with a ſpirit 


of Love, and of a ſound Mind ; not” 


with 'Terrour and Melancholy , but 
with Hope and Alliance; not with 
{cruple and perplexity, but gene- 
rous Reſolution ;. not as an Arbitra- 
ry Tyrant , butas a wiſe-and lo- 
ving Father. 


 Fourthly, The Devil is the God of 


this World; and the Spirit of errour 
is an earthly and ſecular one, . but 
the Kingdom of Chriſt is Heavenly ; 
and ſuch is the ſpirit and genius of 
his Religion. The love of the World, 
and an inordinate eſtimate of the 
goods thereof , was ever a mighty 
; D 4 ſource 
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ſaurce of Superſtition, and Pillar,of 
Satan's Empire. With ſuch Worldly- 
minded Men Intereſt is always more 
ponderousthan Truth ; and that Re- 
lIigion beſt that moſt effeCtually pro- 
vides for their temporal concerns. 
To ſuch ſecular Spirits, 'twas a ve- 
ry agreeable conceit , to imagine, 
that every buſineſs of theirs was un- 


der the eſpecial care of ſome Patroz 


Deity ; whoſe Rites, if they careful- 
ly performed their affaixs, ſhould 
ſucceed according to their wiſh. The 
multitude of ſuch Tutelar Gods, for 
Cities, Families, and particular af- 
fairs, the ſuperſtitious regard toQra- 
cles and Prodigies , the obſervation 
of times, and all the Arts of divina- 
tion and augury, which made up 
the Pagan Superſtition, plainly ſhew 
the ſpirit of .its Votaries : viz. that 
their hopes and fortunes were Em- 
barqued 1n this World,and that they 
regarded.the good and evil thereof; 
as the ſole reward of their labour, or 
pO of their negligence in 

Leligicn, .This principle the Ido- 
TR. Ro 
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latrous Jews plainly avowed to the 
Prophets'Head, (when he expoſtu- 
lated with them concerning their 
ſforlaking of God, Fer. 44. 17.) that 
- they would burn Incenſe to, and 
ſerve the Queen of Heaven as their 
Fathers had done to good purpole ; 
for then they had plenty , and ſaw no 
evil ; whereas ſince they had left off 
their ſervice, all things had gone to 
ruin. Nor was this a vulgar conceit, 
but the beſt defence the greateſt Men 
among the Pagans could make for Czciliusin 
the worſhip of thoſe many Lords ; MW 
that by their ſingular care the good orig. c. 
things of life are diſtributed to men : ſo Cell. 1. 8. 
Cxciline, Celſus, and the Emperour JR. 
7Tulian defend the Cauſe of Dxmon- | 
worſhip. 

It is alſo a mighty temptation un- . 
to Men, to imagine that God muſt 
needs love ſuch Riches, Magnifi- 
cence and Glory in his Service, as 
they find themſelves to be extreamly 
delighted withal ; that the long 
flouriſhing of a Religion is a demon- 
ftration of the truth of it, and the 
ET 2 misfortune 
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misfortune and calamity of Men, an 


argument againſt their way of ſer- 


ving God. - Thus they are apt to 
conclude, who mind Earthly things, 
and over-rate the concerns of this 
Life, and judge every petir affair 
thereof worthy of a divine deci- 
ſion. D 

But Chriſtianity teacheth us to 
conſider our ſelves as Strangers and 
Pilgrims here ; whoſe eftate and in- 
tereſt doth not lye in ſublunary 
things, but in ſpiritual Promiſes, 
and Immortal .-Hopes., (We: are Ci- 
tizens of Heaven, and only. travel- 
ling through-this World thither. 
Upon this. our Heavenly Relation 
and Intereſt only, we may value our 
ſelves; and ought to love our Reli- 
gion becauſe-it-ſecures'theſe to us, 


| and deſigns the improvement of our 


Spirits for the eternal Viſion and En- 
joyment of God. We are inſtructed 
therefore to have our aftcQions very 
moderate and .cool towards Earthly 
things, but warm and tender to- 


wards Heaveoly Objedts. T _—_ 
the 
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| the finiſhing Leflon, and moſt ox- 


cellent effe& of the Chriſtian Reſi- 
g10n0;3 Which is a Heavenly. Phulo- 
lophy: and to make it truckleito:rhe 
affairs of this Life,. or turn'3t'1nto 
Maxims of ſecular Policy,is the great- 
eſt abuſe and ſubverſion thereof. - 
Laſtly, The ſpirit and geauwus.-of 
falſe Religion, is ſelfiſh, narrow: and 
ftingy ; but that of Chriftianity, 
Charitable, and generous and large, 
as ithe Kingdom and goodneſs . of 
God. 2Fi 
Superſtition converts Religion.in- 
to a private Commerce ; imagining 
God'togain by the ſervice done him, 
andexpeRing the return of that fer- 
vice 'only in perſonal and private 
Bleflings. And no wonder 4f: they 
who conceive God tocek himſelf in 
the homage he exaQts from hisCrea- 
tures, imitate the Deity they wor- 
ſhip; and centre in themſelves in 
every thing they do: or that they 
who ſerve an arbitrary Deity,ſhould 
expett to oblige and render him par- 
tial to their intereſt, by the —_ 
n | cud 
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tade of their ſervices. Hence aroſe 


the'conceit , that the divine favour - 


and beneficence might be monopo- 
hted by-certain perſons, was:appro- 
priated to particular places ; or an- 
nexed-to the performance of pecu- 
liar Rites: - and happy they, that 
had the ſecret of that Monopoly, the 
myſtery of - engrofling the divine 
proteCtion and care. Hence eve 

Family had its tutelar Gods and ſin- 
eular: Rites, and they changed the 
Shrine, the Rite, or the place, when 
any il] ſucceſs defeated their expeCta- 
Fugiuntg; tiOn. - SO Balagk repeated the Sacri- 
p-r-7ee., Ace, and ſhifted the place, in hopes 


=" at laſt to make the God he ſupplica- 


dons fu- ted favourable. ta-his requeſt, Numb. 
We & © 23- 13. He faid unto Ba/aam, Come 


guia cauſa ] pray thee with, me unto: axother - 


- "xs place'; ' and Curſe me them from 
mine nts, thence. $0 the Syrians having fought 
Orid. Met. unſucceſsfully with the 1/raelites up- 
7 on the Hills, reſolve to change the 
place, and to have recourſe to the 

Gods of the Vallies, in hopes of bet- 

ter ſucceſs, 1 Kjngs 20. 23. Yor: 

ods 
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| Gods are Gods of the Hills , therefore 
they were ſtronger than we ; but let us 
fight yd them in the plain, and 
ſurely we ſhall be ſtronger than they. 

Hence ſuch who found; by ſuc- 
ceſs, that their intereſt in their Gods 
was great , boaſted this reward of 
their Superſtition, and trampled up- 
on {ſuch who ſeem'd. negleted of 
the Deity, or greatly fallen from his 
favour and protection, Whom God- 
had forſaken (either for their neg+ 
les of his ſervice , or for the arbi- 
trarineſs of - his own will , caſting 

them out of his protection) the 

look'd upon as abandoned to negle< 
and contempt, and emel treatments. 
If kindneſs were due to any, it was 
only to thoſe whom God diſtinguiſh- 
ed by his Favours, or who ſerved 
him 1n the ſame manner with them- 
ſelves ; and that kindneſs too was 
arbitrary and precarious as well as 
partial, and ever gave place to the 
efforts of a narrow, ſtingy, and ſelt- 
1ſh Spirit. Hence alſo the Spirit of 
Perſecution became an ipgre age 
alls 
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falſe Religion , the Friends and Fa- - 


vourites of God (as they. thought 
themſelves) conceited they did him 
ſervice in deſtroying his Ezemies ; or 
at leaft, that they had right to uſe 


as*hey pleaſed; -to cruſh and ruin 


thoſe deſpicable Wretches, who were 
reprobated-and ovt-law'd, and fallen 


frontthe protetion and care of Hea- 


VEN. ay £3 © 

- But Chriſtianity teacheth us to 
ferve God, not as if he'needed ſuch 
{ervice , but for- the reaſonableneſs 
afid excellency thereof ; becauſe his 
ſervice is perfe& freedom, and true 
Religion the perfection of Man. It 
teacheth us to ek our improvement 
and happineſs in ſubjeCtion to thoſe 
laws of God ,- which are the tran- 
ſcript of his moſt perfect and bleſſed 
nature, andare deſign for the per- 
feQing and felicitating ours ; and 
contains in them the true Elements, 
the certain principles and neceflary 
means of ſuch felicity, It teacheth 
us to conſider God, not as a reſpetter 
of perſons, but as God both of the 
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Jews aud Gentiles ; the univerſal Fa- 
ther of the whole Family of Heaven 
and Earth, governing. by the cter- 
nal meaſures of Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, and by Laws that reſpe& and 
provide for the welfareof the whole * 
As the inexhauſtible Fountain of 
Goodneſs, ever communicating him- 
{elf to all his Creatures, according to 
their C_; and requiring on- 
ly ſuch ſervice as capacitates for the 
enjoyment of him: It'direQeth us to 
{eek the glory of God, not in the-tri- 
umphs of his Arbitrary Power, but 
in the conſummate effefts of his in- 
finite wiſdom and 'goodneſs'; the 
perfeCtion of his works; and eſpeci- 
ally of that grace he hath beſtowed 
on Men; in the moſt perfe& com- 
munication of himſelfto them,which 
is life and happineſs everlaſting. 
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And as our God, ſo our Religion 


is love; Charity is the ſumm-and 
ſubſtance of it, generous goodneſs; 
the moſt courteous: gentleneſs, the 
moſt perfe&t humanity , the trueſt 
greatneſs of Mind, and largeneſs of 

Heart, 
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Heart, are the genuirie and excellent 
fruits thereof. .It obligeth us co con- 
fider our ſelves but as ſtones in the 
great building of God, diſpoſed by 
the wiſdom of the Almighty Archi- 
tet, with regard to the whole .Fa- 
brick 3 and that we become.uſeleſs 
and inſignificant, by centring in our 
ſelves, and minding only our own 
things, without. reſpe& had to. the 
common 1ntereſt.. Juſt-as, the 22e-:- 
bers of the body are. beautiful in con- 
junction, and conſiderable in their 
operations ; conſpiring to the com- 
mon welfare : for the Eye doth nat 
ſee for it ſelf , but looks out for the 
whole Body ;. and the hand is uſeleſs 
whilſt it graſps t0 it ſelf, but its mi- 
niſtrations to the Body ate neceſſary 
and excellent. It obligeth us to ac- 
count all the gifts of God, as defign+ 
ed to render us uſeful to others ; not 
to make us glad and full of our 
ſelves. In ſhort the whole economy 
of the Goſpel, travels with this de- 
{1gn, to better the Societies of Men, 
and perfe& theCommunion of Saznts; 
to 
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to edify the Body of Chrift'in the 
Spirit of Love,ruling in all its Mem- 
bers, to render Believers of ' one 
Heart and one Soul, -as their God, 
their Faith', and their Hope, their 
Profeſſion, Buſineſs and Intereſb are 
one ; that they may be one as the 
Father and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, by 
a Communication. of the ſame ex- 
cellentnature and communion in the 
{amedivineriches and treaſures. And 
the Chriſtian thus inſtruQted values 
himſelf, and expe&ts his approbation 
from God, not by his enjoyments; 
but by his uſefulneſs; not by the 
number of his talents, but by the 
41mprovement he makes of them. -: 

This jis the true ſpirit of Chriſt's 
Religion and excellent proceed 'of 
his Kingdom ; the true Members 


-whereot being by a right and lively 


Faith fixed upon a ſolid Foundation, 


firmly perſwaded of the mercy of 


God, and of Eternal Life, of the 


neceſſity of Holineſs, and the effica- 


cy of the divine Aſſiſtance, are built 


- upon this Faith into a moſt excellent 


E temper ; 


li | 
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wetnper ; inform'd and govern'd by 
the ſpirit of fincerity and purity, 
&lighting in the ſpiritual worſhip 
of God, united to him 1n filial truſt 
and affe&tion, placing their Happi- 
neſs, and ſeeking their Intereſt not 
in the things of this World , but 
thoſe of a better;purſuing them with 
tender and warm affections, having 
their ſpirits enlarged by the know- 
tedge of God, and filld with gene- 
rous:goodnels in imitation of the di- 
Yine:beneficence, do ſeek their own 
Klicity in the perfeQion' and con- 
fummation of the Kingdom of God. 
For the effeCting hereof, Chriſt hath 
left with us the Record of his No- 
ftrine and Life; that we beholding | - 
2 Cor. 3. therein the glory of the Lord, may be _ | 
. changed into the Faye Image , from 


glory to glory, by the ſpirit of the 


To miniſter hereuntais this Trat 
deſigned. Firſt, By exhibiting the 
4rue Principles of ChriſtianDottrine, 
kvelled againſt the moſt pernicious 
errours, and reſtoring true Religion, 


Kh Cer hs I. 
© 
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as they are contain'd in the Sermons 
and occaſional Diſcourſes of Jeſus, 
recorded by the Evangeliſts : and 
by conſidering how Teſs inculcated 
and abetted this holy truth, as a pat- 
tern to us, how we ſhould hold, and 
profeſs, and propugne ſuch his Do- 
ctrine. Secondly, By exhibiting the 
true ſpirit and genius of the Chri- 
ſtian Life and Practice , colle&ted 
from the Example of Jeſus. And 
that firſt, By drawing the great lines 
of his Life, as the admirat '- pattern 


_ of ours. Secondly, By ap}: ying the 
_ light of this Example for o ir Inftru- 


Qion , in the neceſſity, nature, ex- 


tent and excellency of true holineſs. 


Thirdly, By ſhewing what obliga- 
tion and encouragement the Lite of 
Chriſt contains, to render us fol- 
lowers of him ; concluding with an 
Exhortation to that purpoſe. 
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THE 


PATTERN 


Of Pure and Undefiled 


RE LI GI ON: 


CHAP. I. 


Containing the Principles of Chriſtian 
Doftrine. 
Eſus being a Teacher ſent from God, Set. 1. 

to reſtore true Religion, levelPd 

FJ his Doctrine princzpally aginſt 
thoſe Errours contrary thereunto, 
which yet Mankind was very prone 
to fall into; and inculcated thoſe 
primeand fundamental truths,which 
make up the genuine Spirit, conſti- 
cute the Eſſence, and are (as it were) 
E 3 the 
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the Informing Soul of true and unde- 
fild Religion. As, 

Firſt, Concerning the Nature and 
Government ofGod. He that lay i 
the boſome of the father, hath reveal d 
hin #5 #s, Whom Meh: rather con- 
- ceived &f, as a poWerflil, than as a 

good Being ; a God of wrath, and 
the obje& of their dread,rather than 
a God of perfedt Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, the objeCt of their love and ho- 
ly imitation: One whom they might 
poſſibly appeaſe by Gifts, and atone 
by ſervile performances ; little ap- 
rehending in the mean while, that 
e was moſt eaſy to reconcile, and 
forward to do them good, and ſuffi- 
ciently pleaſed if rhey were but wil- 
ling to be made happy by him. 
Fhis was the degenerate and mjis- 
ſhaper notion of God, that inform'd 
the Religion of the World, and ren- 
derd it ſervile, ſuperſtitious, unſa- 
voury, and uncomfortable. As for 
the Jews, God was their King, and 
they;confider'd him as the Lord of 
their Hoſts ; dreading his Power,and 
” ; limiting 


Joh. 1.12. 


” es 
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limiting his goodneſs. Whilft they 
reverenc'd his Sanftuary,hallbw'd his 
Sabbaths, and paid his tyth andob- 
lations, they were ſafe under his Al- 
mighty Protection ;« and to: their 
poſlibly he might make ſome allow- 


of his peculiar people : but the Na- 
tions of the World they look'd upon 
as the people of his Wrath, and ei- 
ther devoted to deſtruQtion, -or not 
regarded by him ; who, whatever 


a00dneſs he had in his nature, had 


opriated that to the Jews only. 
Tiki "Uhretore who hath ſhew'd us 
plainly of the Father, inculcates wor- 
thy apprehenſions of God ; teaching 
us to conceive of him, as the Father 
of Mercies, as kind to the unthank- 
ful, and freely good towards all; and 
that Univerſal Love, the moſt gene- 
rous and fervent Charity, the inoft 
tender Bowels of Pity, theſe are his 
true Image, and make us like God, 
the children of our Father which ts tr 
Heaven, Math. 5, 44. He therefore 


tells the Jews, that God loved not 


E 4 ' © them 


ance,and bear with the tranfgrefſions 
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them only, but the whole World; and 
that t9duch degree, as he ſent his 
only Son.into it, for the Salvation of 
all, that ſhould become willing to 
be ſaved by him, Joh. 3. 16. That 
He cameto ſeek and fave that which 
was toft ; and that Repentance and 
remiffion of Sins, ſhould be preach'd 
in his Name, to All People without 
exception, Luk. 24.47. that God is 
gracious and reconcileable in his na- 
ture, and that there is Foy iz Heaver 
at the converſion of aſinner, Luk. 15.7 
Io. Ina word, the true notion 0 
God 1s, that he is indeed to be Re- 
yerencd for his excellent Greatneſs, 
but that he is eſpecially to be loved 
for his Goodneſs, as being the excel- 
lent pattern of all that is good, and 
original of all perfection, whom to 
know 1s Life Eternal; to be like him 
is to be as perfect as we are capable, 
and to ſee God our ſupream felicity ; 
and that Yjſion 1s the portion of his 
Children, that ſtrive to imitate the 
Being they Adore and Love , that 
Copy out his Purity, his Rightcouf 
| 0 
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neſs, and Mercy ; they ſhall be blef- 
ſed, for they ſhall ſee God, Mat.s. ſuch 
are the excellent :notions of God, 
which. the Doctrine: of Chriſt .in- 
ſpires, baniſhing thoſe narrow and 
ingy, mean and ſervileconceptions 
of him, that had infeCted the minds, 
and vitiated the Religion of Jews and 
Geatiles, and which Mankind are @x- 
ceeding prone to fall into. ; 
| Secondly, Jeſus in his preaching, SECt- 2+ 
did eſpecially inculcate the truth of 
divine Worſhip, with what things 
God is pleas'd, and what is the Wor- 
ſhip and Homage he requires of us ; 
Aiſbelliog the groſs Ignorance, and 
dangerous Errours, both of the Jews 
and Gentiles. 
God he tells them 1s a Spirit, and 
will be worſhipped in ſpirit and 
truth,with the Mind and Soul, with- 
out ſhadows and ceremonies, Foh. 4. 
23. as he will not be honour'd with 
Images , fo he little regardeth any 
external performances. Thar he va- 
Jues neither place nor time, but e- 
very where, and at all times, he will ; 
| have 4 
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have Men.call upon him , holding | 


up pure hands, with fincere and fer- 
vent minds. That he preferreth Mer- 
cy to Sacrifice ; and 1s only glorify d 
by our being fruitful in good works, Joh. 
I5. 8, that the Gentile Image-wor- 
ſhip was abominable, and the Jews 
Ceremonies trifles, and the Phari- 
faick ſuperſtition intolerable with 
God. To turn Religion into noiſe 
and ſhew, to place it in Fringes and 
PhylaReries, in diſtinguiſhing opi- 
nions, or unprofitable ſpeculations, 
in regard to Altars and Shrines, to 


difference of meats and days , and 
{uch like Traditions of Men ; this 


was an offence and ſcandal that mo- 
ved the Spirit , the meek and gentle 
Jeſus, and made him reprove ſharp- 
ly, and laſh ſeverely, the abetters of 
it, Math. 23. Eſpecially they having 
advanced theſe trifles and fiperſtie? 
ons, into the _=_ of Juſtice, Mercy 
and Faith, an 
the Law, and made void the Command- 
ments of God through their traditioNs. 
There is nothing(our Saviour = 
us 


the greater things of 


{ 


Wy 
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us) entring into the Man that can 
defile him in the eſtimate of God, 


but the evil things that proceed out of 


the heart, theſe defile the man, Mark 


4. 18, nor cart any thing. on-the 0- 
ther hand avail him, but what pro- 


cteds from a mind full of God, and is 
a gerivine fruit of the true knowledge 
of him. That true Religion and true 
Happineſs (ts zatral iſſue) conſiſt 
in, and are the reſults of a due tem- 
per of mind ; the poor in ſpirit, the 


penitent Mournets, the meek, the mah. g; 
inerciful; the pure, and peaccable ; 3-Oc<- 


theſe are the true Worſhippers, and 
truly happy Men. That God need- 
eth not our Praycrs to- inform him 
of our wants, or to move his pity; 
nor are we heard the ſooner for our 
much ſpeaking , but that our due 
apprehenſions concerning God, and 
humble confidence in him, fervent 


_ application of our Soul towards him, 


and a ready oblequiouſneſs to his 
Will, theſe render ys capable of his 
Bleffitigs, and ſecure them to us. 
When our hearts are full of the _ 

(9 
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of his power and goodneſs, and our 
Prayers oblige us to honour him in 
our Lives ; when we forgive others 
as heartily as we deſire God to for-- 
ive us, and pray to our Father 1n 
ret, with a ful truſt to be heard 
and approved by him; then we wor- 
ſhip him aright, and ſhall be the bet- 
ter for ſuch our ſerving God, though 
he that is infinitely perfect needs not 
our Service, nor can be profited by 
us, Matth, 6. 

Teſusinſtrusus therefore to make 
our Prayers-ſhort and grave, fervent 
and apt to excite Devotion, after the 
Pattern he taught his Diſciples, Max. 
6.9. And that we pray continually 
and importunately, for thoſe things 
the deſire whereof doth greatly ex- 
alt and improve our Spirits, Luk. r1. 
I, 13. thus did this great InſtruQer 
call Men back to the true worſhip of 
God, admoniſhing that they no lon- 
ger ſhould truſt in Sacrifices and ob- 
lations, in pompous Rites, and cere- 
monious Addrefſles, or any thing of 
that nature ; but worſhipGod inSpj- 
rit 
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rit and Truth, and be followers of hin 
4s dear Chilares, and then they might 
rely upon it, that their Heavenly Fa- 
ther both knows their needs , and 
will moſt readily ſuccour them in all 


their diſtreſs, and beſtow upon them 
all his goods. t | 


Thirdly, Another main Principle Seft. 3: 


of true Religion, taught by the holy 
Jeſus, concerns the true motive, rea-: 
ſon and end of our duty and obedi- 
ence, in which Mankind had groſly 
miſconceiv'd and miſtaken; and ſuch 
miſtake is moſt fatal and pernicious 
to Religion, and to that ſatisfattion 
and happineſs that ſhould be attain'd 
by it. The Pagans ploy'd their Al- 
tars, and:(practiſed their Religion, 
to ayertia Peſtilence or Famine, to 
obtain the Commoaities of Life. The 
Tews. would not ſerve God for 
_—— but were ——_ to Cx- 
affluence and proſperity as the 
Swain of their cou anc The 
wicked Phariſees had prevaricated 
to the utmoſt , and preſumed they 
might ſatisfy for Injuſtice and Op- 
| preſſion, 
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preſſion, by a ftrict obſervation of 


the Ceremonies of the Law, and | 


Traditions of the Elders. . 'The peo- 
le generally expeQed fram Chriſt 
ular Immunities and Priviledges, 
they followed hins for the Loeues.' 'Fheir 
Fathers (they tell him) did eat Man« 
na, were wonderfully fed and prote- 
eo TS 
at 1naJand flowing wi 
and Honey, but what ſign ſheweft 
thou? Fob. 6. 30,.31. Upon.which, 
and all apt occaſions, Jeſus inftrufts 
them in the true; reaſons, : motives 
and ends of obedience to, —_—_—— 
them, that tomakeReligzan a Cl 
to ſecular deſigns, is to: proſtitute 
and profane:it';; ard to;pracure to 
themſelves an inevitable! and: great 
damnation, Matth.23.14. Thatthey 
ſhould not ſeck' any longer the xvcear 
which periſheth , but that. which exau- 
retb to eteraal Life, Joh. 6. 29. That 
bis Ki was not of this World, 
nor did he promiſe his Followers ex- 
traordinary immunities nit : but 
rather it would twequengly _—__—_ 
that 
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that they ſhould be hated, reviled, 
and: perſecuted for their adherence 
tohim. There is indeed a true and 
great felicity, the natura[ reſult, and 
inſeparable conſequent of the righte- 
ouſneſs taught by Chrift, but then 
poverty . of Spirit, and contempt of 
the world,are parts of thatRighteouſ- 
neſs, and Ingredients of that Blefled- 
neſs; and being reviPd, . diſgraced, 


afflicted, and perſecuted, are well: e- Math. 5. 
nough conſiſtent with it. Bleſſed are Mark 7. 


they that ſuffer for Righteouſueſs ſake, *© 
for theirs rp in ow x Blewven, 
and wheir. reward fball. be great in Heats 
ven..' That his Diſciples muſt take 
up'the Croſs ; and no Manean be 
his Diſciple, that is not reſolved to 
part with all for his ſake, Luk;1 4-3 3: 
and the hundred fold reſtitution-that 
he-promileth,is ſuch as conſiſts with 

rſecution, Mar.1o. 30. That there- 
ore tus Diſciples ought not to: have 
the intereſts of this World in mighty 
Reckoning; nor value themſel veg up- 
on any thing, beſjdes their intereſt 
In the future-agd better Life. | Nay 


Even 
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even thoſe miraculousgifts they were 


endowed withal , far exceeding all © 


the gifts of Nature, or of Fortune, 
yet were not a ſufficient foundation 
for any great complacency, or rejoy- 
cingin themſelves ; Luke 10. 20, Re- 
Joice not in this that the ſpirits are ſub- 
fei# tro you, but rather rejoice becauſe 
Jour. names are written in Heaven, His 
Promiſe to his Followers is, that he 
will Raiſe them up at the laſt day, 
that where he.is they ſhall be allo, 
that they ſhall have a beatifical Viſor 
of God in Life Everlaſting ; that in 
the mean while , they ſhall be the 
Children of God, and have the lively 
hope of his Favour; the Conſcience 
of their own Integrity, the feeling of 
a happy temper andexcellent ſtate of 
mind,and the conſolations of the Ho- 
ly Spirit for their ſupport and encou- 
ragement. Upon theſe motives, 'and 
from the principlesof equity and in- 
genuity, love and gratitude to God, 
and a deſire of being like him, and 
of attaining that perteQtion they are 


capable of, he wuls them to RO__ | 
a || 


| | 
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all Righteouſneſs , he recommends 
their duty to them: And this 1s it 
which conſtitutes the Spirit and Soul 
of Chriſtian Righteouſneſs,and gives 
the true ſtamp and complexion to all 
our Obedience, v/z. that 1t being 


founded in a right knowledge otGod, 


cheriſhed by a holy Acquaintance 
with him, expreſſed in thoſe things 
that are Worthy of him ; making a 
due difference between the greater 
and leſſer matters of the law; be ated 
from love and gratitude, from a con+- 
viction of the excellency of Holineſs, 
and with delzeht 1n it, from the hope 
and deſire of Eterzal Life, and a full 
per{waſion of the neceſſity of holt- 
neſs to perfe& our nature,and make 
us capable of ſeeing God, and meet to 
enjoy him. This 1s the Truth as Je- 
ſus taught it ; which he that heartily 


imbibes , and ſuitably expreſleth in 


his Life, he is a Chriſtian, a Diſci- 
le indeed, and ſhall receive the exd 
of his Faith, the Salvation of his Soul. 


Laſtly, The Dotetrine of Jeſus hath Sed. 4; 


allo given Light, to the Meaſure of 
F Righte- 


R . 
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Righteouſneſs, and extent of our du- 
ty, with reſpect toſome allowances 
made to the Jews, or ſuch things as 
God winked at in former times of 
Ignorance. For we are aſlnred by 
him, that «nleſs our righteouſneſs ex- 
ceeds the righteouſneſs of the Seribes and 
Phariſees, we ſhall in no caſe enter into 
the Kingdom of God, Marth. 5. 20. 
That not only murther and maim- 
ing, but hatred and revenge , yea 
exuſeleſs and immoderate anger will cer- 
tainly expoſe us to the judgment of 
God. That ineffeitual Luſt makes us 
guilty before him, as well as actual 
Adultery. That the occaſions of 
evil muſt be avoided, and the firſt 
motions of Luſt repelled, or we pe- 
riſh by our indulgence, fondneſs and 
ſoftneſs, as well as by accompliſh'd 
wickedneſs. That although God to- 
erated the hard-hearted Jews, and 
winked at the ignorant Gentiles, in 
the marter of Polygamy and Divorce, 
yer from the beginning it was not 
{o : nor ſhould be for the future a- 
mong the Diſciples of Jeſus. "That 
trivial 
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trivial and common ſwearing makes 
guilty as well as Perjuty ; but ſuch 
truth and faithfulneſs ought to be a- 
monegſt Chriſtians, that their credit 
might not need the ſupport of an 
Oath. This is the ſubſtance of our 
Saviour's Sermon, in Matth. 5.20. to 
the 37 ver/e. Farther he enjoins, that 


his Diſciples ſhould excel in meek- 


neſs, and patient bearing of injuries, 
not reſiſting evil, but over-coming 
it with good. That they ſhould not 
violently impoſe their Religion on 
Men, nor yet endeavour the deſtru- 
tion of ſuch as with violence oppo- 
ſed it. To call for Fire from Hea- 
ven on the Churches Enemies ; to 
kill extrajudictally , a bold Seducer 
of the Brethren from true Religion, 
were afts of holy zeal, once com- 
mended and rewarded ; but Chriſti- 
ans are required to be of another ſpi- 
rit, Luke 9. 55, And the ſon of man 
came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to 

zve them, He calls his Followers to 
the moſt excellent heights of all ver- 


tue, that they may ſhine as Lights 
: 2 betors 
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before Men, and become as the /alf 
of the earth to ſeaſon the manners of 
others, and keep them from /#:nking 
corruption. So that whereever his Re- 
ligion ſhould come,it ſhould produce 
many eminent lights, and incompara- 
ble Examples; and ſhould have fuctz 
a general influence, as to render the 
Converſations of all more tolerable 
and {avoury. | 

Such 1s the 1inſ{truftion contain'd 
in the preaching of Jeſus, exhibiting 
to us the true Principles of Chriſtian 
Religion, declaring the genuine ſpirit 
and temper of it. He moreover aflert- 
ed his own Authority and Miſſion 
from God to reſtore his trueReligion 
and Worſhip ; he confirm'd the for- 
mer Revelations, and taught a juſt 
Reverence of them ; he reveal d ma- 
ny things concerning the following 
ſtate of his Church, and promiſed 
farther information 1n thoſe matters 
by the pouring out of his Spirit upon 
it. Bur theſe are things foreign to our 
preſent buſineſs. I ſhall therefore 
here ſhut up the firlt Chapter. 
5 CHAP. 
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* CHAP. BH. 
The nganner of ChriſPs teaching, inſtru- 


ive to 1, how we ought to profeſs, 
abett and maintain his Dottrine. 


to come into the World, did by 

s Preaching Inlighten the Dark- 

neſs, and diſpel the groſs prejudices 

of it: he did moreover, by the man- 

ner of declaring his Doctrine, regom- 

mend it to our regard, and inftruct 
us how to profeſs and propugn it. 


J's: the great Prophet that was 
1 
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For firſt, It is frequently taken Set. r. 
notice of, by the Evangeliſts, that he Nath. 7. 
taught as one having Authority, and Lada 32, 
not as the Scribes ; that the people Mark z, 


- were aſtoniſhed at his DofQtrine, be- ** 


cauſe he ſpake with Authority, 2. e. 
as became the Majeſty of 4aivize 
truth; without affeation or artifice, 
without oltentation of Wit or Elo- 
quence; not dealing in ſubtilties,nor 
deſcanting upon the traditions of El- 


ders, or referring to the teſtimonies - 
| F 3 of 
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of famous Rabbies ; but he delivered - 
plain and uſeful InſtruEtions, in a_ 

grave, fincere,and authoritative ſort, 
as a Meſſenger of God , fully ſatisfied 
of the truth of what he ſpake, and 
referring tothe Conſcience of his Aus 
ditors, appealing to the Scriptures, 
and demanding audience and credit 
for his works,which proved his Mil- 
ſion from God. The things of God 
muſt be reverently handled; his truth 
ISa ſacred depoſitum,which as we muſt 
not þe aſhamed to own, ſo we muſt 
not triflingly expoſe. *Tis too great 
and noble a thing, to be brought 


_ forth, barely to entertain or divert 


the Company ; it carries its own 
Authority when {ſolidly propoſed, 


and confirmd by Sacred Writ, but 


'tis enfeebled and diminiſhd when 
dreſs'd with exquiſite art, as if it nee- 
ded trimming or varniſh : It is pro- 
faned, if we ſo blend it with Fancy, 
Wit, Eloquence, or other {mall Arts; 
that it ſeryes only for an occaſion of 
ſhewing our ſelves, or that it appears 


by 
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by reaſon of the /pots and bedeckings 
that we beſtow upon it ; to ſhew our 
art [not to ſerve the Intereſt of the 
truth. Religious truths are vene- 
rable, they had their proper ſeat in 
the Conſcience , muſt be received 
thither with a full Conviction, and 
rule there with a divine ſway ; and 
we muſt endeavour to tranſmit and 
faſten them in the Conſcience of 04 
thers, with all that Authority and 
venerable regard, that they have, or 
ought to have in our own. | 
Secondly, Tt's noted of Jeſus, that Set. 2. 
he taught with becoming freedom 
and boldneſs 5 his very Adverſaries 
confeſſed he taught the way of God in 
truth, not regarding the perſon of men, 
Matth. 22.16. He conceal d no ne- 
 cefſary or uſeful truth for fear of of- 
fending. He freely and ſharply re- 
proved the Scribes and Phariſces, 
though the moſt potent FaCtian, of 
greatelt intereſt and repute. He nel- 
ther courted the people, nor their 
Rulers; he deſiſted not from reiu- 
ting popular Errours, though they 
T2. more 
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more than once took up ſtones to caſt 
at him; nor was diſcouraged, when 
he was told that Herod ſought to kill 
him. Go ye (faith he) and tell that 
fox that I caft out devils, and do cures 
to day and to morrow, and the third day 
T ſhall be perfefed, Luk.13. 31.There 
was nothing more offenſive to the 
Jews , than his healing on the Sab- 
bath days, and the Phariſees who 
were exceedingly Superſtitious in 
that point, watched him with an e- 
vil Eye; yet he cured the fick in 
their preſence, and confounded their 
ſuperſtition with his free diſcourſe 
upon that ſubject : Is it mot lawful to 
ao good on the Sabbath days? and which 
of you having an Ox or an Aſs fallen 
into a Pit, will-not ſtreightway pull 
Him out on the Sabbath day ? Luk. 
14.1, 5. Thus he taught us ſincere- 
ly and freely to profeſsneceſſary and 
uſeful truth , and boldly to refute 
Errour , and reprove Vice; not to 


hold the truth with reſpe& of per- 


ſons, nor in the juſt defence of it ta 
tear the Faces of Men. 
| Yet 


js 


Js ard defied Religion, af 
Yet thirdly , Jefus taught -with Set. 3: 
great Wiſdom and Prudence ; taking 
fit ſeaſons, and accommodating him- 
{elf to the needs and Capacities of 
Men. By familiar and apt Parables 
from things well known, he did in- 
| ftrudt the vulgar, and at the ſame 
time did eſcape from the inſidious 
and captious ; did paſs by the obſti- 
nate and untreatable, leaving them 
in their blindneſs ; or he ſhut their 
Mouths, and defeated their- Snares. 
He pointed andbarb'danArrow,which 
flew more directly , and ſtuck the 
faſter in their Conſciences,for the Pa- 
rable it was winged with. Such was 
the Parable of the two Sons, whom 
their Father commanded to work in 
his Vineyard, repreſenting the inex- 
cuſable obſtinacy and impenitency of 
the Phariſees; and that of the Huſ- 
bandmen miſerably deſtroy 'd, for re- 
fuſing to their Lord the fruits of his 
Vineyard,for killing his Servants,and 
at laſt his Son, whom he ſent to re- 
claim them ; for they themſelves 
confeſſed the juſtice of the proceed 
againſt 
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againſt thoſe wicked Men, and there- 


in paſt Sentence on themſelves, even 
whulſt they knew, hat he had ſpokes 
theſe Parable of them, Matth. 21.41, 
45. With like Wiſdom he defeated 
their captious queſtions, and put 


them to ſilence with hisInterrogato- 


ries. Thus he afſerted the Rights of 
God and the King ; and yet avoided 
the ſnare of the Herodrians ; when 
they asked him concerning paying 
tribute to Ceſar, Matth. 22. 21. 

he aſſerted his own Divinity, and ſi- 
lJenced his Adverſaries; by queſtion- 
ing with them, how Chriſt could be 
boththe ſor andtheLord of David,v.45. 
So he lilenced the Sadducees in their 
own way ; for if they from the re- 
lation between the Woman and her 
ſeven Husbands, argued againſt a 
future ſtate, much more reaſonable 
was it to prove a future ſtate, from 


the Relation that God owned be- 


tween himſelf and good men, even 
after their death, viz. that he is the 
God of Abraham,&c. for that relation 
isreal and effeCtual, and therefore re- 


quires, 


{ 
g 
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me up, Joh. 2. 17. he uſed diligence 


and Undefiled Religion. 


quires the exiſtence of the SubjeRts, 
that they {ive toGod 1n a Capacity of 
his love and favour. For he is not the 
God of the dead but of the living, Mat. 
22. 31, &c. "T'were endleſs to obs 
ſerve all the inſtances of that wiſdom 
and prudence, wherewith Jeſus re- 
futed errours, and vindicated truth ; 
not ſhewing himſelf afraid of his Ad- 


verſaries, and yet prudently avoid- 


ing them. After which Example, he 
hath willed us to be wile as Serpents, 
though innocent as Doves. Not to 


be aſhamed of him and his words in 
an evil and adulterous generation, and 


yet not to caſt Pear/ before Swine, . 
nor holy things to Dogs, nor impru- 


dently to provoke the untreatable 
and unreaſonable. 
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Fourthly, The Holy Jeſus in all his Se. 4 


Diſcourſe, ſhewed ſuch zeal and fer- 
vour, as manifeſted that he was in 
great carneſt, and executing a truſt, 
that he had received of God. In him 


was fulfill'd that pn paſſage, 
the zeal of thine houſe hath even eaten 


an 
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in teaching,and ſharpneſsin reproof, | 


when the caſe required it. Ye Hypo- 
crites! Ye generation of Vipers ! 
How can ye eſcape the damnation of 
Hell ? So he rebukes the. ſelf-concei- 
ted, wicked Phariſees, Marth. 23.3 3. 
Get thee behind me Satan, thou art 
an offence to me, for thou ſavoureſt 
not the things that be of God ; was 
the earneſt reproof he gave to Peter, 
who oppoſed his own fancies and 
prejudices to the wiſdom and truth 
of God, Matth. 16. 23. Heloved to 
do the work of God, and refusd not 
totravail for theConverſion ofa poor 
Woman, and ſhe a Samaritan ; neg- 
letting his meat at a time when he 
was both hungry and weary; for this 
was his meat, to do the will of himthat 


ſent him,andto finiſh his work, Joh. 4.34. 


Yet in the laſt place, This his zeal 
was tempered with a mightypity and 
compaſhon, to the infirmities, needs, 
and prejudices of men. He was ten- 
der of their Souls,and pitiful to their 
Weakneſſes. HisBowels were moved 
in him , and he had compaſſion on 


the: } . 
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the multitude ; when he ſaw that 
they were ſcattered abroad as Sheep 
having noShepherd, and fainted for 
lack of inſtruction, Max. 9. 36. He 
did bear with the weakneſs and pre- 
judices of his Diſciples , though he 
was grieved for, and complain'd of 
the dullneſs of their underſtanding, 
and hardneſs of their heart. He re- 
peated his Inſtructions, expounded 
his Parables, heard and Anſwered 
their Queſtions , and- endured their 
Infirmities. He wept over the infi- 
delity and obſtinacy of theJews,with 
paſſionate wiſhes , that they would 
have known the things of their peace 
in the day of their. Viſitation. He 
foretold their deftruQion with ſad 
neſs, and all the expreſhions of pity 
and compaſſion. Ge 

From all which we learn, not on- 
ly to receive the Chriſtian DoQrine 
with forwardneſs and readineſs of 
Mind, as that wherein the glory of 
God,and the intereſts of our Souls,are 
nearly concern'd: but alſo to profeſs 
| it ſteadily, as thole that are fully 
perſwaded 
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perſwaded, both of the truth, and 


the high importance of it, being ve- 


' ry zealous and in earneſt in teaching 


and defending it ; uſing all wiſdom 
and prudence to gain, or {ſilence the 
Enemies thereof; to defeat their de- 
figns.and avoid their ſnares; fearleſs 


of whatever may betide us in the re- 


gular, and neceſſary confeſſion of the 
truth 3 and with meeknefs, tender- 
neſs, and long-ſuffering, endeavour- 
ing to conquer the contrary errours 
and prejudices of Men. 

This is the inſtrution we reap 
from the preaching of Jeſus; we are 
thence admirably inlightened in the 


true Principlesof pure and undefiled 


Religion ; and inftrufted how we 
_ to hold, profels, tnculcate, and 
defend them. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


The Life of Chriſt conſider'd as our 
Pattern ana Example. 


H E Son of God came into the 
World , to reſtore Religion 

and plant Holineſs in it, not only by 
the inſtruQion of his DoQtrine, but 
by the luſtre of a great Example. He 
hath not only guided us with his 
Mouth, but led us alſo by the hand; 
as we muſt abide in bz words, fo we 
muſt tread in his feps. Therefore he 
dwelt among us, that he might give 
the World (what it never had be- 
fore) a perfeCt and unerring Exam- 
ple of Life; and therefore his Life is 
upon record by the care of the Holy 
Ghoſt, that we might have the in- 
fruRion and the incouragement of 
it ; and be obliged and per{waded to 
make it the pattern of ours. In order 
to which, we ſhall firſt make an ex- 
tra&t out of the holy Evangeliſts, of 
the Life of Jeſus, as an admirable 
pattern 
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pattern ofall Vertue; andthen con- 
ſider the inftruQtion and the obliga- © 
___ tionof it. | 
Seft, 1, In the Life of Chriſt we have a 

perfect and unerring Example of 

Vertue, without any allay or mix- 

ture ; ſo fitted to all conditions of 

Mea , that in every caſe they may 
draw inſtruction, and encourage- 
ment from thence. More particu- 

AE Ee 1 OGP 
Firft, Chriſt hath left us in his 
Life an Example of Piety ; of a con- 
verſation led much with God, teſti- 
tying a right knowledge, an affeCtio- 
nate ſenſe, a ſtperlative love of God, 
by all proper expreſſions and genuine 
fruits thereof. His Life was viſibly 
devoted to the ſervice of God, his 
fixed reſolution , and his profeſs 'd 
buſineſs was to do his will. I came | 
into the World, faith the holy Jeſus, ; 
not to do my own mill , but the will of 
him that ſent me, Joh.5.30. Moſt rea- 
dy hewas to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, 
and execute every command of his 
Heavenly Father, Matth, 3. 15. _ 
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heaccounted fitand becoming; 'twas 
more neceſſary in his eſteem , and 
pleaſant in his ſenſe of it, than his 
neceſſary food, Joh. 4. 32, 34. I have 
meat to eat , that ye know not of, for 
my meat is to do the will of him that 
| ſent me, and to finiſh his work. Nor 
did his reſolution flag when tryed to 
the utmoſt; for he refuſed not to 
drink the Cup which hisFather gave 
him ; he prays that God's will may Math. 26, 
be done, with full conſent,and wath- 37: 
out any reluctance of his own; and 
he bowed his head upon the Croſs 
in humble ſubmiſſion to the Execu- 
tion of the Divine Will. 
He left us an Example tooof con- 
ſtant and fervent devotion, teſtified 
by a reverence for, and adherence to 
the holy Scriptures, that contain'd 
the mind of God ; by a diligent fre- 
quenting the publick Aſſemblies for 
the worſhip of God , both in the 
'Femple and the Synagogues; by ha- 
ving recourſe to God upon every fit 
occaſion, and praiſing him and pi- 
ving him thanks in all things ; 'by 
| G extraot- 
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extraordinary Prayers and Faſting, 


and watching thereunto upon extra- 


ordinary occaſions, by a religious 
care of. his Family, or conſtant at- 
tendants, praying with them and in- 
ſtructing them ; and all this praQti- 
ſed in the moſt intenſe degree, and 
reverent manner. He ſpake with all 
manner of regard and deference to 
Mofes and the Prophets , Search the 
Scriptures, for in them ye have eternal 
life, Joh. 5. 39. andthink not that [ 
am come to deſtroy the Law , or 
the Prophets; for whoſoever ſhall 
break one of the leaſt of theſe Com- 
mandments, and ſhall teach men ſo, 
{hall be call'd leaſt, z.e. ſhall have no 
part in the Kingdom of God, Matth. 
5. hc conſtantly worſhip'din the Sy- 
nagogues on Sabbath-days, Luk. 4. 
16. and was daily, that 1s, frequeat- 
Iy 1n the Temple, Mark 14.49, and a 
religious obſerver of the Paſſover and 
other Feſtivals, Joh. 19. 22. he dil- 
courſed much of God, gave him 
thanks at his Meals , retired fre- 
quently tor private Prayer and Hea- 

venly 
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venly Solitude; he taught his Diſci- 
ples to pray , and he prayed with 
- them; the Garden in which he was 
apprehended, was a ſort of Family- 
Chappel, or Oratory, whither Jeſus 
was wont to reſurt, with his Diſci- 
ples, for the Exerciſe of their Fami- 
ly-Devotion, Joh. 18. 1, 2. 

In the Life of Jeſus, we have a pat- 
tern of zeal for God and his Glory, 


tender, and earneſt, and conſtant ; 


though pure from affeQation, and 
from bitterneſs, not tranſporting 
him beyond juſt, and peaceable, and 
charitable bounds. Careful he was 
that God might have the glory of all 
that he ſaid and did, Joh. 14. 13. he 
never ſhewed himſelf ſo concern'd as 
when the honour of God was at 


ſtake, nor angry but when that was 


violated. This made him, who was 
meekneſs it ſelf, ſo ſharply reorove 
thoſe Monſters of Men, the Scribes 
and Phariſees, who made bold to 
ſerve themſelves of God, and made 
void his Commands by their Tradi- 


tions, Matth. 23. theretore he 1cems 
G 2 tran|- 
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tranſported at the prophanation of 
the Temple , the - Houſe of Prayer 
being turned into a Den of Thieves, 
Luke 19. 46. Joh. 2. 15. he rejected 
the Devils profler of the Kingdoms of 
the World, the price of Idolatry,with 
holy indignation, Get the behind me 
Satan, Matth. 4. 10. and he rejeQs 
Peter as if he had been another De- 
vil, when he oppoſed the will and 
the glory of God, Matth.16. 23. Get 
thee behind me Satan, for thou art an 
offences unto me, for thou ſavoureſt 
not the things that be. of God, but 
thoſe that be of Men. 

' So fervent and zealous was the 
piety of Jeſus, it was unaffeted, yet 
great and conſtantly profeſſed, not 
boaſted, but unſhaken ; that was not 
imprudently importune, and trou- 
bleſome to others , but ſteady and 
even, and abſolutely conquering all 
oppolition it met withal. To love 
God with all the heart, and Soul,and 
ſtrength, includes ſomewhat more 
than a right knowledge, or honour- 
able opinions of him ; it implies fer- 
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vour, and delight, and conſtant reſo- 
lution. Religious and holy Men,muſt 

ut on a preſence and greatneſs of 
Mind, and not be afraid or aſhamed 
to appear what they are,ſuch as love 
God.,and deſire,and ſeek, and delight 
in him above all things. Thus Jeſus 
teacheth us by his Example,in which 
allo, we ſee a Life of Godlineſs and 
| Devotian, not led in a Cloyſter, but 
(which 1s more perfett)in theWorld 
in a buly ſtation , where Godlineſs 
and Charity went hand in hand, and 
took their turns; and he that was 
ſo zealous for God , was alſo uſeful 
and profitable to Men. 
- For ſccoxdly, In the Life of Chriſt Sect. 2. 
we have an unparalleld pattern of 
the greateſt good will, and nobleſt 
Charity towards men ; evidenced in 
tis whole Converſation, conſpicuous 
in all his Diſcourſes,the Lite andSoul 
of every thing he did. For his Life 
was a conſtant Scene of Charity, and 
his Death the conſummation of it ; 
tor he laid down his Life for the be- 


half, and inthe ſtead of Men,to pro- 
| G 3 cure 
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cure them the greateſt good:they are 
capable of, reconciliation to God,and 
Erernal Life. To colle&t therefore the 


inſtances of his Charity, would be to 


recount all his Miracles , which St. 
Johy ſaith , the World could ſcarce 
contain the voluminous account of ; 
'rwould be to recite. the ſtory of his 
whole Life, which was one 1intire de- 
monſtrarion of good will,a moſt uſe- 
ful and benign converſation. But to 
hint ſome particulars, He exemplifi- 
ed his Charity by a free and obliging 
Converſation; acceſſible and aftable 
to all forts of men, complyant with 
their Cuſtoms, and eaſy in his de- 
mean toward them, ſo far as might 
confiit with InnocenceandPrudence. 
For this frankneſs of his Converſati- 
on, he underwent the reproach of a 
Wirne-bibber, and a friend of ſinners, 
Matth. 11. 19. And the ſupercilious 
Phariſces were offended at this, that 
he accepted the Perſons and the Ir- 
vitations, and made himſelf a Gueſt 
to Publicans and Sinners, Matth.g.1o. 
It he were a Prophet (lay they) be 


would 
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would have known who touched him, for 
ſbe is a Sinner. But our Saviour an- 
ſwered them , that the Phyſiciax 1s 
proper Company for the fic& ; that 
he converſed with all ſorts of men, 
becauſe he ſought the good of all ; 
for he came to ſeek, and to ſave, and 
to call to repentance, Marth. g. 12.13. 
Nor indeed is it the property of Cha- 
rity to be ſhy and eitranged, moroſe 
and rigid; but tobe complaiſant and 
acceſſible, and to pleaſe all Men, in 
all things that are innocent and 1n- 
offenſive. A good Man can't indeed 
choſe his 1ntimateFriends among the 
diſloluteand profane rout ; for what 
agreement hath Light with Dark- 
neſs; but he is affable and courteous 
to all,and ſeparates not himſelf from 
their Converſation , unleſs in great 
Charity, by order of Church-Cen- 
{ure, for the bringing a Sinner, b 
ſhame, to Repentance and Amend- 
ment. 

Again, Jeſus full of good will and 
Charity, ſtudied quietneſs, and to 


preferve peace and order amongſt 
G 4 Men. 
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Men. He eſpouſed no Party,nor pro- 
voked any by buly pragmaticalneſs; 


he would not be a judge or divider, 


Luke 12. 14. Tender of giving of- 
tence, he was gentle and mild 1a his 
reproofs, where the caſe would admit 
of it. Why are ye fearful, Oye of little 
Faith, Matth.1 4. 14. He both.taught 
and prattiſed Obedience and: ſubje- 
Qtion, to Government ; that Pzety 
ſhould not be a Pretence to the diſ- 
chargeof Loyalty,but that Ce/ar have 
his rights as well as Gad, at.22.21. 
He paid the tribute'of the Sanctuary, 
at the expence of a Miracle, rather 
than he would give oftence,notwith- 
ſtanding he might have held himſelf 
excuſed in ſtrict right trom that pay- 
ment, Matth.17;27. He rebuked Pe- 
ter when he drew the Sword againſt 
theOfficers of theHighPrieſt,though 
it was to defend his 7z2nocent Maſter ; 
and denounced upon that occaſion 
deftruction to all thar ſhall uſurp the 
Sword without legal Commiſſion ; 
T1 hey that io take the Sword, ſhall periſh 
by it, Matth. 26. 52. Thus he taught: 
us 
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us by Example as well as Precept, to 


follow Peace, to ſtudy the quiet and 
welfare of Societies , to do what in 


| us lies to render Government eaſy 


and proſperous ; as a noble inſtance 
ofCharity and good will toMankind. 
Farther, Jeſus exemplified his Cha- 


rity, and inſtructed ours, by that pi- 


tiful and compaſſionate ſenſe that he 
conſtantly expreſſed, of rhe Needs, 
andMiſeries,andMisfortunes ofMen. 
Fe had compaſſion on the multitude, anda 
beal'd their fick, Matth. 14. 14. His 
Bowels were moved, when he ſaw 
the deſolate Widow mourning over 
her only comfort, then departed; and 
1n his pity he reſtored her Son to lie, 
Luk. 75. 13. He wept over the City 
of Jeruſalem, at the thought of that 
deſolation that was to come upon it, 
though as ajuſt puniſhment for their 
outragious injuries againſt himſelf, 
Luk.19. 41. much more was his ten- 
der ſpirit grieved,and row /ed for rhe 
hardneſs of their hearts, Mark 3.5. and 
becauſe they knew not 1n the day of 
their Yiſitation, the things of their 

| Peace. 
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Peace. This is Charity like that of 
God ; who 1s the Father of pities, and 
full of Bowels, James 5.11. and ſuch 
muſt ours be 1t we be his Children; 
we mult put 07 as the eledt of God, 
bowels of mercy, be tender-hearted, and 
compaſſionate one towards another, 
Colof. 3.12. | 
Nor did the Charitable Jeſus only 
ity, but he relieved alſo the needs 


of Men. His Charity ſet on work all 


his powers, and drew forth all his - 
treaſures for the help and ſuccour of 
the miſerable. He went about doing 
good, AQts 10. 38.: his very Garments 
were tinCtured with benign 1influen- 
ces: and all his Miracles were works 
of Charity , demonſtrations of his 
love; and he did theſe good turns 
moſt readily and chearfully, . in the 


. moſt obliging manner,and moſt pro- 


fitable kind. He gave Alms to the 
Poor, out of his ſmall and precariozs 
Revenne, Joh. 13.29. He relieved at 
once the bodily and ſpiritual wants 
of fick and fintul Men ; and taught 


ys to judge our Charity by the 
ruits 
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fruits of it, by our readineſs to every 
labour of love. 
' Again, the Charity of Jeſus exem- 


f plified was of the right Stamp, not 


ſoon angry , nor at all revengeful, 
but ſhew'd it ſelf in meckly bearing 
affronts,and forgiving injuries. When 
his Diſciples would have fetch'd fire 
from Heaven, to avenge the rudeneſs 
of the Samaritans ; 'they miſtook (as 
he tells them) the Spirit of their Mas 
ſter, for he came zot to deſtroy, but to 
ſave, Luk. 9.55. Therefore as all the 
contradiQtion and oppoſition of bru- 
tiſh men, did not alter the ſweetneſs 
of his diſpoſition towards them ; ſo 
when he fell into their malicious 
hands,he endured their mockery and 
cruelties, without ever reviling them, 
or anſwering again to their taunts 
and deriſfions , and when they put 
him to death, he forgave the moſt 
ungrateful Enemics that ever were ; 
he mildly aſcribed their wickedneſs 
rather to Ignorance than an obſti- 
nate malice, and prayed for them to 
his Father ; I'ather rs them, for 
they 
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they know not what they do, Luk.23,34.. 


Thus the Holy Jeſus is become a 
pattern to us of a buſy and fruitful 
Charity, full of good fruits, and of a 
meek, long-ſuffering, gentle and for- 
giving Charity; that could no more 
revenge 1ll turns, than refuſe to do 
good ones. And this his beneficence 
and love to men 1t was univerſal ; not 
confined to a Party, to his Followers 
and admirers , but extending it ſelf 
to all men ;* and to all their needs. 
He did good to the unthankful and 
to the injurious ; to thoſe that did 
him a!l the evil they'could, and this 
good he was conſtantly ready to do, 
tor his Charity was fervent and un- 
wearied; heſent none away aſhamed 
that had recourſe to him for ſuccour, 
but rather wondering at his kindnels, 
bleſſing God who had rais'd him up, 


and bleſſing him for ſo fraxkt and 


great relief as he beſtowed on them. 
No oppolition could make him give 
over his charitable deſigns , ant he 


purſued them with all manner of 


condeſcention as well as induſtry ; 


making |} 
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making himſelf a Servant, or as one 
that ſerved ; bearing the follies, the 
prejudices,and the, weakneſs of men, 
and denying himfelt his own liberty, 
' and eaſe, and times of refreſhment ; 
| ſpending the day in charitable im+» 
loyments, and redeeming time as 
' he could from the night, and from 
ſleep, for Heavenly Solitude, which 
no doubt was very delightful to him 
that ſo perfe&tly knew God, and the 
 happineſsofenjoying him;and there+ 
fore 'twas the greater ſeli-denial, to 
cut himſelf ſhort in thoſe divise pleas 
ſares, for the ſake of doing good to 

| Men. | 
By this Example of Chriſt we 
learn, that it is wore bleſſed to give than 
zo receive, that it is better to forgive 
injuries than to revenge them, that 
we have no reaſon to except againſt 
any labour of love,and that trueCha- 
rity can't be cold andinditterent; that 
it 15 inſolent pride and folly to ttand 
upon punctilio's of place or preroga» 
tive,but that rather after the example 
of Chriſt , he that is greaze# ſhould 
become ſervant of all. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Jeſus hath left us an Ex+ 
ample of ſpotleſs Innocence and pu- 
rity, from all the,defilements of the 
Fleſh and the World ; of the due go- 
verning thoſe deſires and affeQtions ' 
that reſpect pleaſure and delight. 
John the Baptiſt put on the habit of 
a Hermite, profeſſed abſtinence and 
ſeverity, Matth.11.19, but Jeſus came 
eating and arinkingnot forbearing the 
uſe,but the exceſs of comfortable en- 
joy ments. He neither retired from 
the World, nor yet ran eagerly into 
the embraces of it ; his converſation 
was grave, but not moroſe ; he was 
above the vanities and impertinencies 
of the World ; but was not trouble- 
ſome in quarrelling and cenſuring 
ſuch as were innocent and tolerable. 
He ever expreſſed a mind full of the 
ſenſe of a better World,and too great 
to beallured or cheated with the gat- 
etics of this. He with holy indigna- 
tionrejected the profter of riches and 
honour , yea all the K;zgdoms of the 
World, when his Innocence mult be 
the price, and God mult be —_— 
or 


* 
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for them, Lak. 4.6. He choſe not his. 


pleaſures and delights from ſenſe,and 
the World, but from Reaſon and Re- 
tigion, from ſpiritual tnjoyments and 
well doing. He lived upon the Pro- 


vidence of God, and the benevolence 


of his Followers, who miniſtred to 
himof their ſubſtance, without ſolict- 
tude or complaining ; though he had 
no ſ{etled Revenue nor fixed abode; 
not ſo muchas where to lay his head, 
Matth.8.20, Yet he had achearful,ge- 
nerous, and hoſpitable mind in that 
mean condition,and was better plea- 
ſed in it, than Worldly Men are in 
their greateſt afMuence and ſupertlu- 
ities. His converſation was uſeful and 
charitable,ſavouring of God,andRea- 
ſon, and the Spirit, not of the World 
andFleſh.He choſe tooſome leverities 
and hard{hip, faſting and watching, 
ahd ſelt-denyals ; not becauſe he 
needed them, but to ſhew us the 
way of keeping the body tame and 
governable; that it may neither clog 
and hindet, nor boldly interrupt the 
application of our myads to God and 

things 
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The Pattern of Pure 
things divine. From which Exafnple 
we learn the true rules and meaſures 
of Temperance, how we are to eſti- 
mate, purſue; and uſe the pleaſures 
and delights of Life, viz. that in our 
ſetled judgment and fixed choice, pre- 
fterring the things of anotherLife be- 
fore all the intereſts and delights of 
this,and keeping a conſtant acquairt- 
tance and converſation with thoſe 
better things ; we abſtain from all 
that uſe and injoyment, not only - 
which makes an Inroad upon Juſtice 
or Charity, but from that too which 
deadeneth and palls our taſte for Spi- 
ritual things, and abates our delight 
in them : Such pleaſures as make the 
mind ſoft,and feeble, and trifling,and 
leave a fondneſs for, and awaken our 
paſſions towards thisWorld,but cool 
and traſh us in our deſires and pur- 
ſuits of a better. Moreover, that we 
not only be chearful and contented 
in every lot, but that we daily con- 
tract our deſires and Appetites, -and 
have our minds more tree from im- 


portune and violent longings. And 
then 
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then (as the conſummation of the 
habit) that the ſenfe of carnal and 
ſecular delights, be ſwallowed up in 
the brighter and more gu/{ful plea- 
fures of Virtue and Holineſs. When 
we are crucified to the World, and 
almoſt wholly indifferent, as'to the 
delights of it; when we neither doat, 
nor long, nor fret, nor envy, nor yet 
{well with hope , or ſeem raviſhed 
with injoyment; but rather think 
meanly of all the entertainments of 
this World, as having nothing agree» 
able to our Heavenly Mind,nor wor« 
thy of a paſſionate regard, To this 
conſummate State we muſt be daily 
preſſing forward, and judge of our 
ſafety by our approach to 1t, vis. as 
the ſenſe of Worldly delights cooleth, 
and that of Heavenly ones grows and 
ſwells. » | 

Fourthly, Ta the Life of Chriſt, we Se. 4: 
have an admirable Pattern of an In- / 
vincible Fortitude,of a Mind as much 
above the terrours of ſenſe, as the de- 
lights of it ; that could no more be 


broken by the troubles and misfor- 
H runes 


# 
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tunes of Life, than /often'd by the in- 
joyments and pleaſures thereof. He 
1s become an Example to us how to 
maintain our Reſolution and Intes- 
grity ; and to keep a due decorum 
1n the midſt of great ſufferings, or 
great fears; and not to be vanquiſh'd 
by the frowns of theWorld,any more 
than by the blandiſhments and al- 
lurements of it. 

For Jeſus was a am of ſorrows, and 
acquainted with griefs ; he drank dee 
of the Cup of AﬀMiQions, being al- 


faulted on every ſide; afflicted by 


God, and perſecuted by Men, and 
puriued by the utmoſt art and malice 
of Devils. He ſuffered contempt, and 
contumely,and the blaſphemous con- 
tradictions of Sinners; their infolear 
mockeries and barbarous inſults and 
triumphs over him, as baffled and 
conquer'd: Save thy ſelf, thou King of 
I/racl, and come down from the Croſs, 
and we will believe oz thee, Luk. 23.37. 
and when he was not in their hands, 
ws he had always reaſon to appre- 

end their malice , and to fear their 
power. 
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power.. His condition was mean and 
triendleſs, and his Adverſaries po- 
tent, ſuch as had perſecuted former 
Prophets, and openly declared their 

hatred of him; ſuch as had the Go- 
vernment in their hands, and had 
uſed it againſt him, by decreeing to 
Excommunicate thoſe that ſhould 
own him. | 

But in the midſt of theſe his fre- 
quent Sufferings, and continual fears, 
he maintain'd a firmReſolution, and 
a venerable decorum;;-.and left us an 
Example, that we ſhouldtread in his 
ſteps. He was neither fearleſs of evil, 
nor ſtupidly inſenſible: under 'it. 
When his Paſſion drew nigh, his Soul 
was troubled,and ſore amazed,heavy 
and exceeding ſorrowful, Mazth. 26. 
38, Though he refuſed not the Cup, 
yet he pray'd, if poſſible, it might be 
removed, Marrh.26:29. He reſented 
the Hypocriſy, the Ingratitude, and 
Cruelty of his Enemies; Many good - 
works have I done, for which of theſe do 
ye ſtone me? Joh. 10. 32. He did nor 
dare, and provoke their rage , but 
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prudently avoided it , whilſt-inno- 
cently he might do ſo.. But he did 
not ſo fear the power of his Adver- 
ſaries, as te-omir his duty; or to do 
atiy evil thing for the avoidance of 
it. He reſolutely profefled and taught 
the truth, which they were not able 
to bear ; He encountred the errours 
and prejudices of the Age ; and re- 
proved the Vices of it. He did not 
footh or. flatter'any party of Men 
but dealt plainly, and ſpake freely, 
and: laticetd: ;/martly the alcerated Hy- 
pocriſy of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
that were the moſt potent and popu- 
lar FaCtion::' He would not; ſhrink 
from the 'truth, nor mince the mat- 
ter, though-they heard him with »2a- 
lice in their hearts, and ſtones iz their 
bands, Joh.10.31. He would venture 
again among, them to raiſe Lazarus 
from the dead, though 'they had ſo 
lately fought to ſtone him, Joh. 11.8. 
He would go up to the Paſsover, ac- 
cording to the Law, though he fall 
thereby into. the hands of the Chief 
Prieſts, who will be ſure to Sacrifice 
him to their rage. When 
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When he was overtaken withevil, 
he did not ſtruggle and complain ; he. 


was not over-born and ſunk with it;: 


he induted all their taunts and re- 


proaches,without being diſcouraged; 


and when he was reviled he anſwerd. 
not. And he ſufter'd with undaunted 
Courage and reſolution, and unbro- 
ken Patience, a violent, ſhametul,and 
cruel Neath. Nor was it lowneſs of 
Spirit that made him ſilent ; for he 
was not: afraid to confeſs the truth 
to the laft. But his Mind was exalted 
above.the impreſſion of evil, by:di- 
vine conſideration, Faith in God,and 
reverence of his Government. | He 
knew the power they had againſt 
him was from Heaven, Foh. 19:11. 
and he: acquieſcedin the equity-and 
goodneſs of the divine determination 
and diſpoſal. Hence he maintain'd 
his Empire over the Paſſions , free 
from thediſquietude of anxiousFear, 


or the torment of ouragious Anger, . 


the ſmart of peeviſh Impatience, or 
the ſinking load of melancholy de- 
{pair. He poſſeſſed his Soul in Pati» 

| x 2 Ence, 
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ence, ſteady in the greateſt change of 
condition, as one that expeCted it, 
that was not mightily concern'd at 
it, that conſider'd chiefly how he 
might adorn every Lot, and honour 
the ſupream diſpolſer of it. . , 
_ From whoſe great Example we 
| learn, not fooliſhly and imprudently 
to provoke Enemues,or to throw our 
ſelves into their hands, or bring our 
ſelves into ' a ſtate of ſuffering ; 
but that we chearfully take up the 
Croſs, when God lays it in our way, 
ſo as we cannot, with a ſafe Conſci- 
ence, ftep over, or beſide it. We 
tearn too,to conſider the ſtate we are 
in, and not to flatter our ſelves with 
a conſtant immunity from the affli- 
Qtions of it, to expeCt as Jeſus did, 
the hoxr and the aſlaults of the pow- 
ers of darkneſs: Atleaſt always tore- 
member, that there 1s nothing un- 
changeable but God, nor conſtant 
but his favour. That we ever mix 
with the confiderations of this ſtate, 
our lively hopes of a better; for then 
only will theſe momentaxy 4 
| cem 
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Gem light and ſhort, when the »»«ſſy 
Crown of eternal glory isput intothe 
counter-ballance. That we learn to 
value our ſelves altogether upon our 
intereſt in God, and in the World 
to come ; that ſo we may neither ut- 
ordinately fear, nor reſent the loſs of 
ſuch things as leave our greateſt con- 
cern and intereſt intire & untouch'd, 
and ſecure to us. That we may then 
rejoice in our better portion, and be 
thankful to the donor of it, when he 
cuts us ſhort in the poſſefiions and 
interefts of this Life. Yea, that we 
rejoice in every condition of Life, 
ſo far as it may adminiſter to our 
Eternal Salvation ; and that we be 


upon our guard to do nothing, that 


is unbecoming the dignity wearead- 
vanced unto by the grace of God and 
the expeations we have from him. 
That therefore all our contrafts witk 
theevils of this World, may be as ax- 
P4/ionate as is poſſible ; and we our 
ſelvesascalm,unmav'd,and generous, 
as becometh the Heirs of a better. 
We ſee that all the Afflictions of 
| H4 Jeſus 
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Jeſus did not leſſen him withGod nos 
good Men; no more can ours, if we 
bear them as he did. Nay he ſhone 
brighteſt in ſuffering,by theEvidence 
he gave of a great Mind in a narrow 
Fortune,and an afflicted State.So that 
weareinvited to wiſhfor hisPortion, 
and to be in his ſtead ; rather than to 
pity him, or dread his condition. We 
ſee too that though his ſufferings 
were incomparably great, the divine 
ſtrength and conſolations were ſuſh- 
cient for him, and the ſame God has 
promiſed not to lay upon us more 
than he will inable us to bear,and we 
ſhall be aſhamed to ſigh under our 
pettit burdens , if we conſider how 
holily and compoſledly Jeſus bore 
thoſe vaſt and heavy loads. There is 
alſo no provocation to anger, fear, or 
impatience , which Jeſus hath not 
conquer d ; and thereby made it eaſy 
for us to do ſo after him, For how 
can wecomplain of any portion,that 
is far Jeſs bitter than that of the Son 
of God was. How ſhall we complain 
vi God, if he chaſtens us gently for 
| | El OUr 


and Undefiled Religion. 


our ſins, and for our profit, that we 
may be partakers of his holineſs ; 
when he ſo grievoully bruiſed his 
own Son for our iniquities, who him- 
ſelf was innocent and pure. Or how 
can we think much of any 1ll treat- 
ment from Men, after that which 
Jeſus met withal. Never any perſon 
deſerved ſo well from the World,ne- 
ver any ſuffered ſo barbarouſly from 
it. But nothing can harm that doth 
not provokeus; and we ſee from the 
Example of Chriſt, and a multitude 
of his eminent followers of all condi- 
tions, that it is both poſſible and glo- 
rious to ſurmount all the aMiQtions 
of this life, to expe& the changes and 
zempeſtuor Calamities of it, without 


anxious fear ; and to. bear them, 


without murmuring and __ 


Fifthly, Tn the Lite of Jeſus, we Sed. 5. 


have an unparalleld Example, of 
wonderful humility and lowlineſs of 


mind; and he hath bidden us learn of 


him to be meek and lowly, Matth. 11, 
29. the ApoſtattAngels became ſuch, 


\ by aſpiring to be higher; but the Son | 
Nets - 
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ofGodemptried and humbled himſelf, 


to the form of a Servant, to the pot- 
tion of Sinners , to the Death of the 


Cr oſs 5 he made himſelf of 0 reputation, 1 


Ph:1.2.7. He was not aſhamed of the 
meanneſs of that ſtate he had deſcen- 
ded into; nor did he ſeek to appear 
other or greater than he was. He 
ſought not hisown glory,but the ho- 
nour of him that ſent him, Foh.8.50, 
&c. When the people admired his 
Works, he took care that God might 
have the praiſe of them, profeſſing 


that he had received all from the Fa- 
ther,who was greater thas he ;that he 


could donothing of himſelfbut as the 


Father gave him commandment and . 


wer. In his whoke Life there is not 
the leaſt paſſage that ſavours of vain- 
glory. He conceal'd his Works of Fame 
and Wonder as much as might be, and 
laid reſtraints on the publiſhers of 
them. He would not permit hisDiſci- 
ples to publiſh lus glorious Transfi- 

ration till after his RefurreQiorr. 
And when to fulfil a Prophecy he 
rode intwumph to Jer»/alem, he rem 

1 
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ftill a hamble King, riding upon the 
foal of an Aſs, and going then to 


_ humblehimlſelf to the ſhameful death 
*F of the Croſs, Joh. 12. 15. He diſpu- 


| ted not the will of God , whatever 


pains or condeſcentions were implied 
in doing or ſuffering it. He came not 
to be miniſtred unto but to miniſter ; 
and he yielded himſelf with courte- 
ous condeſcention toall ſorts of Men. 
He diſdain'd not the pooreſt or the 
vileſt, nor ſtood upon punQtilio's of 
ſtate or diſtance ; for he had taken 
upon him to be the Servant of God, 


, { and adiſpenſer of his grace to Men, 


un 3 Ys 


\ 


He ſtoop therefore ſo low as towaſh 
his Diſciples Feet, the meaneſt office 
of a Servant; and hedidthis to give 
us an Example, that we ſhould learn 
humility of him,Joh.1 3.15, And ashe 
was {weet and lowly towards all,and 
entirely ſubmitted to the will ofGod, 
{o he could bear to be ill thought of, 
and evil intreated , indured meek! 

the contempt and obloquy, that he 
moſt unjuſtly met wirhal. He did 


| Abtaggravate theaftront,by ſuffering 
pride 
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pride and ſelf-conceit ro mix with his 


reſentment of it, but mildly expoſtu- F 


lated with thoſe that affronted him, 


in ſuch ſort as might convince and \ 


melt them : IfI by Bee/zebub caſt out 


Devils, by whom do your Children | 


caſt them out ?* Marth. 12. 27. ſo he 
refutes the moſt blaſphemous impu- 
tation of the Phariſees ; who aſcribed 
his Divine Works to a Confederacy 
with Hell. He miidly cenſured per- 


ſons that were 1a a fault, if there. 
were hopes to bring them to Repen- I 


tance, and caſt a covering over their 


ſhame: Go and ſin no more. And he | 


that is without fin let him caſt the firſt 


fore, Joh. 8. 7, x1. Thus was he at 


once freetrom any high conceit of his 
own Excellencies, and from being a 

roud and cenſorious Remarker of 
the detects and faults of others; gen- 
tle towards all Men, lowly in his own 
eſteem of himſelf, and a humble Ser- 
vant of the will of God. 

Now from this Example we learn, 
that true humility conſiſts not 1a 
Satyrical Declamations againſt our. 
| = ſelves ; | 
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ſelves ; which are often rather the 


effects and inftruments of ſpiritual 
Pride : but to be humble, is to have 


' 2 high veneration of God, and a pro- 
found ſubmiſſion to him ; it is to e» 


Nimate and conſider our ſelves as ab- 


| ſolutely depending on his free good- 


neſs; 1t 1s to aſcribe all that is good 
wholly untoGod the Author of every 
perfect gift, and to call nothing our 
own.but our Folly and Sins ; to be 
content to be diſparaged and meanly 


- thought of; and tobe willing to give 


toothers that praiſe that is their due : 
It is to be free from oſtentation and 
vain-glory, to be courteous and con- 
deſcending, to love to be conceal'd, 
to be modeſt and treatable, content 
with a low ſtation, and ſubmitting 
to rule and government ; to be mo+ 
deratein our deſigns,and calm in our 
purſuits, patient of diſappointment, 
and candid towards the faultsand in-* 
firmities of our Neighbours. And all 
this becauſe we are /elf- diffident, and 
depend uponGod, and acknowledge 


him tobe all, and.our felves but Va- 


nity and nothing, And 


QW. 
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And what temptationcan we have 
to Pride, when Jeſus was ſuch aPat- | 
rern of Humility ? Never was there 
ſuchKnowledge, Wiſdom andPower | 
inanyMan;nor wasthere ever any ſo F 
full of the ſpirit ofGod,and yet he was 


meek and lowly : Who was the Heir 
of all things, the deſire of all Nati- 
ons , the Conſolat 5n of 1/rae!, the 

ory of the Genti : . and whom the 
Seasand Wind,and- il things obey'd, 


he having all Power in Heaven and 
Earth. What can we poſſeſs of com- | 


parable value to all this ? or what 
can we contrive or bring to pals, 
comparable to the undertaking of 
Chrift, and the great deſign of his 
Doctrine and Miracles ; of his Life 
and Death ? But we have much more 
reaſon to be humble, for whereas the 
reat indowments of Jeſus were not 
maiſh'd with any fault of his , we 


' have nothing but tolly and ſhame to 


call our own. Repentanceis our beſt 


Wiſdom, and that is a convition of 
Sin and Folly ; and yer we are uns! 


ſteady in our Repentance, and fre- 


quently 
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quently depart from our better pur- 
poſes, and have reaſon to bluſh and 
be humbled for ſo doing. Beſides, it 
was the Wiſdom and PerfeQtion of 
 Jeſus,that kept him from being chea- 
ted, or impoſing on himſelf; Pride 
1s all errour and deluſion, but hunu- 
lity is truth. *Twas humility that 
made all his other cxcellencies il[u- 
{trious, and renderd him at once 
highly beloved ofGod andMen. And 
from his Example we learn, that he 
that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exal- 
ted ; for we ſee Jeſus for his humility 
exalted to the right hand of God,and 
Crown'd with glory and honour. 
Laftly, As for particular relative Se. 6. 

Virtues, Chriſt indeed did notenter 
into all Relations 3 but his Example 
was {ſufficiently compleat withoutit. 
He intended us a pattern in ſpecial of 
the moſt eminent Virtues, and moſt 
difficult to our frail and corrupt na- 
tures; of ſubſtantial and zealous 
Piety, univerſal and fervent Charity, 
4 generous contempt of the World, in- 
| vincible Fortitude , and gearle ans 
1CII- 
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ſelf-denying Meckneſs and Humili- | 


ty; and he thatfollows him thus far, 
will need no farther in{truttion ; but 


may eaſily become his own guide. He | 
in whom Chriſt is thus formed, will * 
certainly adorn every relation, and 


excel init. 'T will be natural and ea- 
fy for him to conceive, what the ho- 


ly, and charitable , the meek and 


lowly Jeſus, would have done in ſuch 
circumſtances, if he had entred into 
them; and then he hath his pattern 
to go and do likewiſe. Nor yet are 
we without the Example of Jeſus 
for our direction in ſeveral inſtances 
of this ſort. His ſubjeCtion to his Pas 


-rents 15 upon record ; and his tender 


care of his Mother, even in his laſt 
extremities , making provifion for 


her on the Croſs, by recommending 


her to the care of his beloved Diſct- 
ple, Foh-19. 27. His quiet ſubjeQion 
ro Governours, when unjuſtly pro- 
{ecuted by them. His pious care for 
the inſtruttion of his Family, and 
training them up in Religion and 
Piety. But (asI {aid before) he that 


hath 
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hath received the Spirit of Chriſt, 
will noc fail to expreſs it 1n every 


* condition ; and he that aCts by the 


meaſures of Piety and Charity, Puri- 
ty and Humility,ſhall diſcharge him- 


| ſelf of the duty of every relation,and 


be a true Follower of Jeſus 1n it. 
This therefore may ſuthce for an 
extract of the Life of Chriſt,asa per- 
fect unparallel d pattern of all Holi- 
neſs, Virtue, and Goodneſs ; that 


which follows is, That we apply the 
_ Light of this Uluſtrious Example, tor 


our inſtruction, 1n the abſolute ne« 
ceſſity, genuine nature, due extent, 
and admirable excelleacy of true 
Holineſs and the Chriſtian Life. 


CHAPF. IV. 


The particular inſtruition we reap from 


the Life of Chriſt. 


H E Life of Jeſus conſider'd as geq. x. 


our Example, doth fully in- 


form and perſwade us, Firſt, Of the 


I abſolute 
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abſolute neceſſity of holineſs, in or- 
der to the Viſion of God ; and that 
the undertaking of Chriſt for us will - 
no farther avail us, than as we are 


made partakers of his Spirit, and do 


copy out the Excellencies of his Life. 
*'T was a deſign worthy of the Son of 
God, to plant and reſtore Holineſs in 
the World, by his DoArine and Ex- 
ample, by his Life and Death, by all 
that he ſaid and did to miniſter 1n- 
ftruQton and help thereunto, and to 
bind it upon us with ſuch ſacred Ob- 
lgations, and faſt ties, as are not ea- 
fily to be broken. It is true, that Ho- 
lineſs in general, that Piety, Juſtice, 
Charity, Sobriety in particular, do 
attract us with their zative Beauty, 
and proper /#/ire ; we can't but di- 
{cern the neceflity of theſe Virtues to 
the perfection of our nature, to the 
attainment of Peace and Happinels, 
to the good and welfare of Society, 
and to the rendring us capable of in- 
joying God. But becauſe the voice 
of reaſon is too faint and low, and 
ts repreſentations too languid and | * 
_ keble- 


_— 
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feeble to be much regarded , in the 
croud and noiſe of impetuous Lufts 
and Paſſions; and authority, exam» 
ple and cuſtom», falſe notions arid 


4 prejudices, and levity of mind, op« 
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poſe themſelves ftrongly to the di- 
Qtates of Conſcience, and endeavour - 
to hide the ſhame, and abate the fol- 
ly and abſurdity of Vice : Behold 
therefore God hath ſpoken from Hea- 
ven to awaken our drowſy Faculties; 
and ſent his Son to ſhew us the only 
way thither, . We may now be 1nfi- 
nitely certain , that there is no en- 
_ rring into the glory of Gad, by any 
other path , than that which Jeſus 
walk*din; that we can become the 
Children. of his love no: other way, 
than by being conformed to the. L- 
mage of his dear Son; that we are 
not capable in this life,of any greater 
g00d than to have Chriſt formed-1f 
us; for this was God's: ultimate de- 
{ſigain giving his Son to us ; rhat we 
through him might be made parta- 
kers of the aivine nature, 2 Pet. 1. 3. 
W hat a veneration for Religion, and 
I 2 love 
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love of Holineſs ſhould this confide- 
ration beget in us; that it is the beſt. 
thing we are capable of, the ſum of 
allGod's merciful and kind intentions . 
towards us; that beſt of Gifts, which 
thecharitable Jeſus, by his Incarna- 
tion, Life, Death, ReſurreQtion, A- 
{cenſion, (by all that he hath done, 
or ſhall do for us tothe end of time) 
doth aim to beſtow upon us, to in- 
dow us withal. What a fooliſh and 
wretched judgment do we then 
make, if in oppoſition to the W1l- 
dom and goodneſs of God we prefer 
Luſt and Folly,and ſenſual delights? 
W hat divine Light and Grace do we 
reſiſt and deſpiſe; if we ſtill abide zz 
darkneſs, continue in fin ? And how 


fooliſh, falſe, and inſignificant, are 


- all our pretences to be Chriſtians ; 


whilſt we are led by axother ſpirit 
than that of Chrift ; and.follow any 
Example ſooner than his ? For this 
1s to reflect upon the Wiſdom ofGod, 
and to deſpiſe hisGrace, to reject his 
counſel for our Salvation , and to 
judge our ſelves unworthy of Eternal }] 
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Secondly, From the Life of Chriſt Se&. 2. 


conſider'd as our Copy and pattern, 


we are infallibly informed, wherein 
pure and undefiled Religion doth 
canſiſt; or what are the things un- 
doubtedly pleaſing unto God. The 


Life of Chriſt was deſigned to be a 


perfect and »xerring Example ; ſuch 
as the World needed, but never had 
before , nor ſhould receive again. 


There can therefore be no heights 


nor degrees of perfect goodneſs, 
which his Life was a ſtranger to. But 
from his praQtice we learn, whatare 
the things moſt agreeable to the 
mind of God ; and moſt effetually 
recommending us to his love. And 
from him we learn, that the Eſſence 


. of true Religion conſiſts in ſpiritual 


holineſs ; that the moſt perfeCt Life, 
is a life of Charity and well doing ; 
that to lay out our lives, and to be 
ready to lay them down, for the glo- 
ry of God, and the good of Mea ; 
this 1s the top and coxſaummation of 


Religion. Whenthe inſpired Writers 


of the Life of Jeſus propound him tq 
[i 3 our 
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our imitation, they do not ſhew him. | 
in aCloyſter, ranting at the World, 
and diſdaining the Society of thoſe 
that live 1n 1t, as unclean or leſs ho- * 
ly : we hear nothing of ecſttaſies,and | 
raptures , and paſfive unions with 
God in the fund of the Soul,of whip- 
pings androlling himſelf upon thorns 
and nails,and other ſevere Penances ; 
of Miracles done in a private Cell, 
meerly for his own reputation, and 
to ſhew how dear he was toGod up- 
on the account of his auſtere and 
retiredLife. After this ſort,theSaints 
of the Rowaz Church are propoun- 
ded as patterns of the moſt Heroick 
Deeds.and perfeC&t living. But if this 
' be perfeCtion, and the height of that 
Religion which Chriſt deſign'd toin- 
courage ; the holy Evangelifts have 
quite miſtaken the account of his 
Life; which was (as they reportit) 
an exact tranſcript of his Doctrine: 
teaching us to ſeek perfeCtion, by be-- 
ing like God in wiſdom and good- 
neſs. In a word, to practiſe all Vir- 
tue as we have opportunity, and ay 


bove | 
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| _ boveall others to excel in Charity, 


to have our intentions and afteftions 
pure and holy, and to value our 


ſelves altogether upon the intereſtsof 


another Life , but very little upon 
any advantage of this ; herein cone 
ſiſts the true ſpirit, and height, and 
perfeiFion of Religion, as it was 
taught and exemplified in the Life of 
Chriſt. It doth not then conſiſt in a 
blind ſubmiſſion of our judgments tq 
unintelligible Myſteries ; 1n a Zeav 
lous. adhering to a party, or in an 

Songs Mode of worſhip, muc 


Jeſs in the pompous ſplendour of ex» 


ternal rites; in beautifying and ene» 
riching Altars,Shrines, and Images ; 
in diſtinguiſhing days and meats, in 
vows of obedience, in voluntary or 
impoſed Penances, in devout ge- 
ſtures, or any thing of that ſort: in 
all which zprofitable exerciles,a man 
may be extreamly «ſy and zealous ; 


| and yet not tranſcribe any part of 


the Life of Jeſus. And a Man may 
on the contrary walkas Chriit walk- 
ed; and yet have little or nothing ta 

T4 do 
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do with the forementioned matters. 
He accepted indeed the oblation,and 
the penitential afte&tionate addreſs of 
Mary Magdalen , when ſhe anointed 
his Feet; he vindicated the Woman | 
and her deed; and taught us not raſh- 
ly to cenſure the devout perſons, ſtri- 
ving ſenſibly to expreſs their inward 
fervent Reſentments : but at the ſame 
time he grants that Charity to the 
Poor is the moſt acceptable and 1n+ 
deſpenſible Offering, and in ordina- 
ry the better Teſt of Religion. As 


_ for himſelf he went about doing 


good ; and taught us by his Exam- 
ple that the Kingdom of God is 
not Meats and Drinks, or any thing 
elſe, but Righteouſneſs, Peace, and 
Joy in the Holy-Ghoſt : a pure, a cha- 
ritable, humble, and godly Mind and 


Life; without which nothing elſe 


can avail us, and with which in Sin- 
cerity and good Degree, nothing elſe 
can be wanting to render us accep- 
ted of God, and happy in his Favour. 
In ſhort, if Religion were whatſome 
men make of it, the life of Chriſt 1s 


very | 
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very far from being an excellent 
Draught and Copy of it : and on the 
other hand, if the life of Chriſt be a 
_ true guide in Religicn, then it will 
be found at laſt to be quite another 
thing than too many fooliſhly and 
wretchedly take up withal. 


Thirdly, From the Life of Chriſt Se&. 3: 


we learn, that his Diſciples ought to 
excel, and not to reſt in the: loweſt 
attainments. We do not elſe imitate 
his Life , which was a Copy of the 
moſt worthy and excellent perform- 
ances of virtue and goodneſs in its 
greateſt height, and brighteſt luſtre. 
He hath required that our Righte- 
ouſneſs exceed the righteouſweſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees ; even ſuch of 
them, who not only pretended, but 
did indeed live according to the 
ſtritneſs of their Se&, Marth. 5. 20. 
And he will take an account of us 
what we have done more than o- 
thers, and what approaches we have 
' made toward the Heavenly Pattern, 
- the perfection of God, Matth. 5. 47, 
' 48. If you lovethens that love y"_ 
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do you more than others ? Do not even 


Publicans ſo ? Be ye therefore —_ | 


even 4s your Father which is in Heaven 


#s perfect, To abſtain from ſcanda- 


lous Crimes, is but the firſt Element 


of Chriſtian Life ; if we had learn'd 
. of Chriſt, we muſt not only put of 
the old converſation, ſtinking with 
* corrupt manners, but we muſt become 
- new Men, and bear the Image of 
God in Righteouſneſs and true Ho- 


x .5. lineſs. To be Chriſtians is to put or 


Chriſt, ta have him formed in us, to 
have the [ame mizd in us that was in 
Jeſus, to be led by his ſpirit , and to 
walk as he walked, And that certainly 
implies more, than the forſaking of 
Idols, and the grofſer debaucheries 


of thoſe that knew not God ; it ſig- 


nifies too, that Chriſtians ſhould be 
as conſpicuouſly andeminently good, 
as thoſe miſerable Pagans were no- 
toriouſly and infamouſly wicked. 
That we be rich in good works, fi/d 
with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which 
are to the praiſe of the grace of God in 
Chrift Jeſus, Plul. 1. 11. Tone. we 

| ine 
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ſhine as lights before Men, and be- 
© come the Salt of the Earth ; ſuch Ex- 
amples of all that is good, as may re- 
ſtrain, dire&, provoke, and influence 
others; ſeaſon their Manners, and 
preſerve them from ſtinking. - 
\. Chriſt who hath ſer us ſo admira- 
ble a Copy, will expett of us a pro- 
portionable imitation ; and he that 
walks in the flats of Virtue,upon the 
. Borders of Vice, that indujgeth him- 
ſelf in the utmoſt of what he judges 
may be innocent ; doth not walk as 
Chriſt walked , who buſied himſelf 
in the beſt things ; choſe what was 
moſtſeveretowards himſelf, but moſt 
for God's honour, and towards o- 
thers moſt kind and charitable. He © ©: 
that barely ſtudies to be free from 
thoſe ſins that are c/amorows in his 
Conſcience, doth not anſwer the de- 
ſign of the Goſpel ; which hath a 
farther aim, to render its Votaries 
more perfect; partakers of the di- 
vine nature, and Heavenly minded. 


CHAP, 


Sect. 1, 


The Pattern of Pure 
CHAP. V. 


The Obligation and Aſiſtance of the 
Example of Jeſus. 


Aving ſeen what inſtrudtion 

the Life of Chriſt contains, 

how it demonſtrates to us the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of Holineſs , the true 
nature and greateſt inſtances there- 
of. Let us now conſider, what ob- 


- ligations to Holineſs, and what in- 


couragement and aſſiſtance therein, 
1s derived to us from this great Ex- 
emplar, and admirable Pattern of the 

Life of Jeſus. For 
Fir##, What elſe could be the de- 
ſign of God 1n thus giving his Son, 
not only to be a Sacrifice for ſin, but 
alſo an Example to us of holy living ? 
What, but to oblige us moſt pow- 
erfully and indiſpenſably to be fol- 
lowers of him in the Excellencies of 
his Spirit, and of his Converſation. 
God gave his Son to be the Light of 
the World ; not only by the Intro- 
duction 
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duction of more excellent Rules of 
Life, but alſo by the luſtre of a great 
Example ; and his purpoſe and de- 
cree was, that we might thereby be 
conform'd to the Image of his Son, that 
he might be the firſt-born among many 
brethren, Rom. 8. 29. 'Theretore Je- 
ſus hath commanded us to learn of 
him, Mazth. 11.29. and he that faith 
he abideth in him, ought himſelf to 
walk as he alſo walked, 1 Foh. 2. 6. 
the ſum of our Chriſtian Profeſſion 
and Duty , is zo put oz Chriſt, Rom. 
I 3. I4. 2.e. to imirate the whole 
Body of his SanGtity ; to bear the 
Image of the Heavenly, to reſemble 
our Lord and Maſter in the Excellen- 
cies of his Spirit, and in the ations 
of his holy Life. And this was the 
end, not only of his Life , but his 
Death too, he [uffer'd for us, leaving 
15 an Example that we ſhould follow his 
ſteps, 1 Pet. 2. 21. His Blood was the 
expiation of our Sin ; but his Death 
too was a great Example of Seif-de- 
nial, and Charity, of Conſtancy in 
the truth, of reſignation to God, of 
_ Patience 
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Patience and Meekneſs,and other ſuf- 
fering Graces ; and the deſign was 
to reconcile our wills, as well as our 
Perſons to his heavenlyFather.' Tis of 
great uſe tous to have 4 /iving Rule ; 
an unerring Pattern of thedivine and 
happy Life. Such a Perfei? Exem- 
plar the World wanted, all that had 
gone before having been blurred and 
blotted : the beſt of Men were Ex- 
amples of Vice as well as Virtue,and 
the Precepts of wiſe Men, though 
ſhort of perfeftion, were held tor 
impracticable , becauſe they them- 
lelves lived not as they taught ; the 
Wiſdom of their Diſcourſes ſerving 
but to reproach the folly of their 
ations. Nor could Virtue plant and 
ſupporr it ſelf by Philoſophy and ar- 
gumentation ; whulft Vice had got 
the reputation of cuſtom, and the 
advantage of mighty Examples. God 
therefore {ent his Son from Heaven, 
to redeem men from their watz con- 
werſation recerved by tradition, Con- 
firmed by the ca5tom of their Farhers.; 
not only by. laying down Rules and 
23 I820N Precepts 
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Precepts of a Divine Life, and holy 


Converſation, but by ſerting a per- 


fe, amiable, and inviting pattern 


of it. Now he that hath vouchſafed 


us fo great a grace, hath obliged us 
to uſe it ; and he thar gave the Ex- 


ample wills us to follow it. Beſide, 


ſince the Life' of Chrift is but the 
tranſcript of his holy Precepts, our 


imitation is obedience and duty ; and- 
if we negle( to walk as he walked, 


we at once renounce his authority 
and deſpiſe his grace, and fruſtrate 
the deſign of his undertaking for us. 


But /ecoxaly, The obligation of fo get. 2; 


great an Example is not greater than 
the energy and aſliſtance of it. S0 
that if we bur look unto Feſus and 
conſider his Life , it will by a holy 
influence and efficacy affiſt to the 
conducting of ours. For beſides the 
general advantage of an Example, 
which is ever more' prevalent than 
Precept ; that of Jeſus hatha ſngwler 
influence , and eminent advantage to 
recommend and aflift - Piety and 
Goodneſs. For | 
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Firſt, In it the whole circle of our 
duty is repreſented , as poſlible, and. 
eaſy , and ſuitable to our Life and 
State. Jelus ſo converſed with Men, 
that they after his Example. might 
converſe with one another. He pro- 
pounded bimſelf to our imitation, as 
a Man of the ſame mould with our 
ſelves; in a Converſation fitted to 
our circumſtances, and complying. 
with the weakneſs and neceſſities of 
our {tate. His Life was Natural, Ea- 
iy, Innocent, Uſeful, well conſiſtent 
with humane Society , and greatly 
advancing it. We can't indeed ar- 
rive at his ſpotleſs Purity ; but we 
may Copy out his Integrity,his Con- 
ftancy, his fervent Devotion, and in- 
duſtrious Charity ; he hath ſhewn 
us by his Example, that his Yoke is 
ealy, and his Commandments are 
not grievous. The Life he led, ap- 
provesit ſelf troour Reaſonand Judg- 
ment , as fit for us; and therefore 
praCticable by us. It is not a Life of 
tranſports, and prodigiqus Sallies ; 
there wants nothing but a reaſonable 
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reſolution and holy prudence to make 
us followers of him and he hath pro- 
, mis d hisSpirit to ſupply that to us ; 
and theretore hath in all things 
| chalk'douta way for us proportion'd. 
to our ſtrength, complying with our 
needs,and ſuirable to ourCapacities. 

Secondly, Tn the Lite of Jeſus we 
diſcern the Beauty of Holineſs, to at- 
tratt and invite our love and purſuit 
of it. How lovely, and with what 
majeſtick Beauty did hisInnocenceand 
Goodneſs ſhine? How magnificent 
and generous did his Charity,and his 
unſhaken reſolution ; how amiable, 
decorous, and inviting, did his whole 
Converſation appear ? With what 
aſſurance of Mind , ſerenity of affe- 
Qtions, greatneſs of Spirit , did he 
diſcourſe , and act, enjoy, and ſuf- 
fer, purſue all his deſigns, and bear 
all that befel him. Whocan conſider 
his demean in the hardz| circum- 
ſtances, even when oppos'd, revil'd, 
and perſecuted, and would not wiſh 
to be 1n his caſe, and do as he did; 
who acquitted himſelf ſo well in e- 
K very 
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very point, and enjoy'd ſo much of . 
God in every Lot? Inſtructions may 
gain the underſtanding, but ſuchan 
Example poſlefſeth our choice and 
affections; and draws the whole 
Man to follow willingly in thoſe 
ways thatappear on all ſides ſo beau- 
tiful and pleaſant. 
Thirdly, Every difficulty in our 
way is eaſily removed or conquer'd 
by looking unto Jeſus. Pride and 
backwardneſs to condeſcend , muſt 
needs be aſhamed and bluſh, and va- 
niſh; when we conſider Jeſus the 
Son of God, in the form of a Servant, 
miniſtring to the needs of all Men, 
and humbling himſelf to the Death 
of the Croſs. Impatience at affronts 


- or injuries, will no longer ſeem rea- 


ſonable or tolerable; than till you 
look unto the meek and patientJeſus, 
and ſee him unmoved at the great- 
eſt Calumnies and Infolencies; pray- 
ing and dying for the moſt outragi- 
ous Enemies. We ſhall ceaſe to com= 
plain, and repine under our hard for» 
tune ; when we betluak our _ ; 
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that we are Sinners, and that Jeſus 
who was free from Sin, bore with 
perfe& ſubmiſſion thoſe heavy and 
. grievous loads ,- which God laid on 
_ himby reaſon of ours. The timorous 
and baſhful, the faint-hearted muſt 
be confounded, or elſe inſpired with 
vigorous reſolution; if they but caſt 
their Eye upon Jeſus ſtanding betore 
the Chief Prieſt ; witneſſing a good 
Confeffion beſore Pontins Pilate, ha- 
zarding his Life frequently in pub- 
liſhing the truth, and ſhedding his 
Blood willingly for the coafirmation 
ofit. For'in all this we are to con- 
ſider, that it is pride and miſtake of 
our ſelves that creates the difficulty 
of doing,or ſuffering the will ofGod ; 
we havereaſon we thiak to reſent af- 
fronts, or to deny ſuch condeſcenſt- 
ons, or to complain, or to ſhitt for 
our ſelves, and to be excuſed from 
hazardous employment. And yet Je- 
ſus who was the moſt perte& and ex- 
cellent, the beft of Men, and the Son 
of God, ſerved God without reſerve ; 
reſjan'd himſelf to him without con- 
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The Pattern of Pure 
conditions; and by his Example hath 
taught us, that in ſuch an intire ſur- 
render of our ſelves to God, we can 
only find our Intereſt and our Peace. 
For 

Fourthly, From the Life of Jeſus, 
we are aſſured of the wiſdom of be- 
ing holy ; that when we choſe and 


att as he did, we cannot be miſtaken, 


He who was the wiſdom of the Fa- 
ther could not be deceived, nor de- 
celve us ; the Life that he led muſt 


- therefore be wileſt and fitteſt, moſt 


agreeable to the nature of Man, and 
moſt conducing to his Happineſs. He 
perieatly underſtood the nature of 
things, and the needs of Men ; the 
real and appearing worth of all the 
enjoyments of Life; and of what 
conſideration all the aMiQtions of it 
are, both in themſelves and compa- 
red with that glory that ſhall be re- 
vealed. He could have made the beſt 
of a proſperous ſtate; yet he negle- 
Qed the pleaſures of Life ; he choſe 
the Croll and the AMiQions of 


Righteouſneſs; he preferred the plea» 


{ures 
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ſures of Innocence and a good Con- 
ſcience, and the enjoyment of God. 
The reafon was becauſe his under- 
ſtanding wasexaltedabove all the de- 
ceptions of Sin and Satan ; he ſaw 
through allthe falſe Colours and dif- 
guiſes of the World aad the Fleſh; 
and knew the real difference of things. 
He knew that Holineſs is Truth and 
Wiſdom, and Perfection, but Sin the 
Errour, - Deluſion , Ignorance , and 

Folly. | 
Fifthly; The Example of Jeſus is 
recommended to our imitation, from. 
the con(ideration of his love ; for he: 
that loved us to'the death , could 
have no other deſign, 'in giving us 
an Example ot Life, but to oblige us: 
to purſue 'our own good; and to ſe- 
cure our greateſt intereſts. The love 
of Chriſt conſtrains us to confeſs the 
oodneſs of thoſe paths he leads us 
in; let the World ſay what they 
will, theſe will have the ſafaft Iſſue; 
beſt ſecure our preſent and our Eter- 
nal Intereſts. If Humility were not 
petter than Pride, Charity than Ha- 
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The Pattern of Pure _ 
tred, Mercifulneſs than Revenge; if. 
indifferency to the World did not 
more conſult ourPeace andHappineſs 
than the grandeur and the affluence 


of it ; he thar loved us ſo intirely as. 


to lay down his Life for us, would 
not have led us in ſuch a way ; and 
by his authority and love hayg obli- 
ged-us to follow him 1n it. 

 Sixthly, When we conſider that 
Jeſus was both God and Man ; we 
muſt conſider the Lite he led,not on- 
ly as wiſeft and beſt,but as God-like, 
and as near to Divinity as was poſli- 
ble. So: that it is both our Wiſdom 
and our Intereſt , and -our higheſt 


Dignity, the greateſt Exaltation and 


perfection thatwe are capable of, to 
put on Chriſt, and to. walk as he 
walked. We are therein Followers 
of God:; we do what he did in our 
nature, or would do it he could en- 
ter into the preſent circumſtances of 
our ſtate. We do that which hath a 
tendency to:exalt our Minds into the 
neareſt refemblance, approach and 
union, with the Divinity it ſelf. _ 
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Such 1s the Influence and Energy 


of the Example of Jeſus; that (while 
we ſet it before us) as we have an 
excellent pattern of the moſt noble 
and difficult Virtues, fo it repreſents 
the whole Circle of our duty,as poſe 
ſible and natural,aneaſy,even andſtea- 
dy pathand courſe ofattion ; as Ami- 
able and Lovely, as reaſonable-in all 
its difficulties which Jeſus had con- 
quer'd for us, as the wiſeſt and beſt 
meaſure of Life, which the Wiſdom 
of God and his tender love hath 
chalked out for us, and as the high- 
eſt dignity and advancement. of our 
nature, whereby we become like 
God, reſemble as much as may be the 
Heavenly Pattern, and are partakers 
of the Divine Nature and Life. 


CLOSE. 


10 W the inference from all the 

N Premiſes is this; That we rur 
with patience the race that is ſet before 
ze, looking unto Jeſus, Hebr. 12. 2. 
Fhat we ſuffer the Divine Light of. 
\-*  — his 
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his Doctrine and Life to ſhine into 
our Souls, that we be afteted with 
the true Spirit of his Religion, and 
in love with his amiable Converſati- 
on. That we ſtudy the holy Goſpels 
for this end, that we may thence re- 
ceive the Light of Life ; that being 
f11'd with admiration and love of the 
fervent Godlineſs, and inſ{uperable 
unwearied Charity of Jeſus; his con- 
deſcending Humility, Peaceableneſs 
and Gentleneſs, his unſhaken Reſo- 
lution, uavanquiſh'd Fortitude and 
Patience; and frequently comparing 
our ſelves with this admirable Pat- 
tern, we may bluſh for our Noncon- 
formity, and endeavour to write 
more exactly after ſo fair a Copy. 

Let this conſideration have a place 
in all our {elf-refleions, whether we 
have duly imitated and well repre- 
ſented, our deareſt Saviour; or have 
not rather caſt a ſcandal” and re-. 
proach upon him, In all our delibe- 
rations propound we him for ourEx- 
ample; and let us form our deſigns 
and proſecute our buſineſs, as we ves 
T—_ —#—_ 14g rily 
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rily believe he would have done. Let 
us always remember , that to be a 
Chriſtian is to be made like Chriſt ; 
that to know God as he hath decla- 
red him, and to ſerve him as he did, 
this is the ſumm of our profeſſion and 
ſubſtance of our Religion. This is 
the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt to 
have the true ldea of his Spirit and 
Life, continually direQing and in- 
fAuencing ours : to acquaint our ſelves 
with God , and with the true mea- 
ſures of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs ; 
to have our-hearts affefted with the 
Beauty and excellency thereof, and 
to ſtudy to approve our ſelves unto 
God, after the Pattern that he ſent 


| us from Heaven ; according to the 
Inſtruction andExample of his well- 


beloved Son. 
. But what cauſe of reproof, of ſelf- 
judging and humiliation 1s this, to 
the moſt that call themſelves Chri- 
ftians; and yet follow any Example 
ſooner than that of Chriſt ; or elſe 
make heavy blots and blurs, whilſt 
writing after ſo fair and admirable a 
2965 ee Copy. 
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Copy. What a ſcandal is ittoſee how 


_ Chriſtians miſtake and miſrepreſent 


their Maſter and his holy Religion ; 
and what a fatal deluſon is it to think 


to reconcile contradictions that can 'F 


never conſiſt, That he whocalls him- 
ſelf a Diſciple, a Follower of Jeſus, 
ſhould induſtriouſly conform himſelf 
tothe guife and cuſtom of this World, 
ſhould be led by the Examples of Im- 
pudent Vice, afraid to abet forſaken 
truth and vertue ; that. the Diſciples 
of the Innocent and Spotleſs Jeſus, 
ſhould wallow in: carnal delights, 
lead ſenſpal; -- vain and voluptuous 
Lives : that: the Friend, and thoſe 
that ſay they-have 1ntereſt in the 
Merciful,  Self-denying,. and devout 
Jeſus, ſhovld be heaping; up Riches 
by rapin and oppreſſion, or by fraud 
and unjuſt gain , utter ſtrangers to 
bounty and works of mercy ; or elſe 
ungodly, and profane ,: or trifling, 
cold, and formal Devotioniſts. Theſe 
things caninever conſiſt; if our tems 
pers and our lives be not the trans 
icript of the Mind and Life of Jeſus, 
| we 
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we may call our ſelves what we 
pleaſe, but Chriſt will not know us; 
he will call us Children of the Devil, 
if we bear his [mage and do his Lufts 
and Pleaſure; and our judgment.will 
be more ſevere , for taking upon us 
the name of Chriſt,to d:i{ſhonour and 
profane it. 1f we ſay that we have fel 
lowſhip with him, and walk in darkneſs, 
we lie and do not the truth, 1 Joh. 1.6: 


If we walk contrary to his Example -© 


we-ruſtrate the deſign of his appear- 
ance , we reproach the Wiſdom: of 
God,: that ſent us from Heaven this 
Light' of Life; -and if he had nor 
come and ſpoken to us, it had been 
far better for us; for then we had 
had no Sin , in compariſon of that 
heavy load of guilc rhat will ſiok-and 
cruſh every ungodly and - wicked 


Profeſſor of the Chriſtian Name. Bur - 


ifwe would adornour Profeſſhion,and 


honour the Author ,, and reap the 


Fruits of it, we muſt walk as Chil- 
dren of the light, Ephe/. 5.8. or as 
we are exhorred, Kom.' x3. 12. Let 
us caſt off the works of darkneſs,and 
. put 
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pat on the Armour of Light ; let us 
walk honeſtly as in the day, not in 
Rioting and Drunkenneſs, ' not in 
Chambering and Wantonneſs, not 
in Strife and Envying ; but put on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and make no 
proviſion tor the fleſh to fullfil the 
Luſts thereof. 

And that,(to enforce the Apoſtle's 
Exhortation with his own Argu- 
ment) knowing the time, that now it is 
high time to awake out of ſleep : for now 
i our Salvation nearer than when we 
believed. That the time is coming, 
when the Members of Chriſt ſhall 
be univerſally filled with his Spirit, 
and our Bleſſed Lord be more wor- 
thily imitated by , and glorified in 
his Saints: 1s an Article of the pious 
Belief, -and hope of good Chriſtians. 
The Prophecies :concerning the ex- 
cellent effets of his holy Religion, 
have not yet had their accompliſh- 
ment 1n any tolerable ſenſe; and yet 


are too plain to be any other ways 
evaded , than as the Jews may e- . } 
qually avoid the Predictions , from 


whence 


_ ſelves are in the fault, that the Pro- 
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whence we prove, that the Meſſiah 
Is already come. For it 1s not. e- 


nough to ſay (with them) that our 


phecies cannot be accompliſhed ; and 
hinder the production of that beau- 

tiful INue, which Chriſtianity (ac- 
cording to the Divine —_ 
labours and travels witha]. For thoſe 
Prophecies are expreſs, that it ſhall 

be delivered of that happy Birth ; 

and bring forth by the Power of God. 

Who will /et his hand to this work, 

and cauſe the Branch of Righteoul- 

neſs to grow up; and cleaxſe the 
iniquity of his people, and cauſe the 
Captivity of Judah and 1/rael to re- 

turn ; and bring them health and 

cure by revealizg unto them the a= - 
bundance of peace aud truth : For be- Jer. 33-6, 
hold the days come, ſaith the Lord, that yy 
I will perform that good thing which I © 
have promiſed ; and this PrediQtioa 

(as it follows) 1s ſure as the Cove- 

nant of the day and night, .firm and 
irreverſible as the Ordinances of 
Heaven and Earth. This Epiphany 
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of the Branch, and Reign of Right- |} 


<eouſneſs, Truth and Peace, the New 


'Teſtament-Prophecies teach us to | 


expect at the cloſe of the Chriſtian 
economy ; as the Contummation 
and finiſhing Scene thereof: When 
Chriſt ſhall plead his own Cauſe a- 
 gainſt the powers of darkneſs,againſt 
Sin and Satan which have hitherto 
reigned ; and ſo break their Empire 
in pieces, that it ſhall never be able 
to erect it ſelf more. | 
.- And now to infer the Concluſion ; 
this Salvation is nearer than when we 
believed, the night of Pagan and An- 
tichriſtian darkneſs zs far ſpert, the 
Harveſt of the Reformation is alrea- 
dy pait,and we have encouragement 
to hope the Vintage 15-approaching : 
when all the Grapes of Sodows ſhall be 
gathered, and calt into the Wine- 
Preſs of the wrath of God ; when 
Chriſt ſhall incirely purge his holy 
Religion from all depravation, and 
inſpire all thar profeſs ir with the 
true Spirit, and fill chem with the 
'Penuine Fruits thereof. Let 2s there- 


fore 
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fore conſidex our ſelves and one another, 

to provoke to love and good works, ſo 

4 auch the more as we ſee that day ap- 

$ - proaching. By a diligent conforming 

F our ſelves to the -2izd and life of 
Chritt, ſhewing forth the Excellen- 

cies of his Spirit and Converſation, 

we ſhall prepare the way of the 

Lord, and walk as thoſe that {ook for 

and love his appearance. By this we 

ſhall verify our Prayers, that his. 
Kingdom may come ; and confirm 1n 

our ſelves and others the hope of its 

approaching, For whea the Spirit 

4 that reſted on Chriſt, ſhall abide on 

the generality of his Followers, and 

his Life be manifeſted in theirs, then 

ſhall our bleſſed Saviour be ſatisfied 
concerning the travel of his Soul, and 

\ ghlojified in his Saints. Then ſhall his 

Kingdom come (as we daily pray) 

and his Will be done on Earth as it 

is in Heaven, Amen. Even ſo come 

| Lord Jeſus ; for thine 1s the King- 

| dom, the Power and the Glory, for 
ever and ever. 


FINIS. 


